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There never perhaps was a time since
the Church was organized when the peo-
ple of God were more prosperous or so
numerous as they are today, notwith-
standing all the efforts that our enemies
have directed against us. But while we
have triumphed over opposition and all
the forces of the wicked that have been
exerted against us by newspaper and
pulpit and the power of Congress, it is
meet that we should acknowledge the
hand of God in all our victories. It has
certainly not been by the wisdom, power
or intelligence of man, that we have been
delivered until now, but by the favor and
blessing of God in our behalf. And we
are today a living monument of God's
special mercy, favor and protection. He
has not only blessed us with the priv-
ilege of becoming acquainted with His
laws, and with the plan of salvation, but
He has gathered us to a goodly land; and
notwithstanding its former sterility, bar-
renness and forbidding aspect, He has
modified the elements, blessed the earth,
and has made these valleys desirable
as a home for the Saints. And He has
blessed us with an abundance of earthly
things besides bestowing upon us

the richest of all blessings that man can
enjoy in this life—the Holy Spirit and
a knowledge of the new and everlasting
covenant.

We should have the utmost confi-
dence in the power and wisdom of the
Almighty to consummate the work which
He has begun, from our experience and
knowledge of the past. This is no day for
trembling or fear; it is not a day for doubt
or misgiving; God has demonstrated His
power and superior wisdom in so many
ways and at so many times, during the
history of this people, in delivering them
from the grasp of their enemies, that for
us now to doubt Him, whatever the posi-
tion in which we might be placed, would
be an indignity to our Great Preserver,
an insult to God. It seems to me im-
possible for any Latter-day Saint, in the
face of all the Lord has done for this peo-
ple, to doubt for a moment His ability
or intention to frustrate the designs of
wicked, ambitious men, and to continue
His work in the future to ultimate vic-
tory and triumph over every obstacle or
opposing foe.

The only real danger that I fore-
see in the path of the Latter-day
Saints is in the results which natu-


