POWER AND EFFECTS OF THE GOSPEL, ETC.

speaks of as being without beginning of
days or end of years; or, rather, he speaks
of a man, Melchizedek by name, who
was without beginning of days or end
of years, and he abides a priest forever.
Some people have thought that he was
a very singular kind of character, with-
out father and without mother. However,
that is very easily comprehended when
you are made acquainted with the princi-
ple. In the Levitical priesthood, they had
to prove by the records that they were
literal descendants of Aaron and of the
tribe of Levi, before they could be ad-
mitted to the priesthood. But speaking
of this, the Melchizedek priesthood, he
said it was without father and mother. It
is an organization independent of these
considerations, and those who have it
abide priests continually, and administer
both in time and eternity. What, does it
continue so long? Yes. How do you know?
By the revelations of Jesus Christ. For
your information I will take the scrip-
tures for it, and examine for a moment
some principles there developed.

I find that when Jesus was upon
the earth, he, on a certain occasion,
took Peter, James and John with him
to the top of a mountain; and he was
transfigured before them, and Moses and
Elias appeared before them. And Pe-
ter said: "Master, it is good for us to
be here: and let us make three taber-
nacles; one for thee, one for Moses,
and one for Elias." For whom? "One
for thee." Who else? "One for Moses."
What was Moses doing there? "And
one for Elias." What was Elias doing
there? Where did these strangers come
from, both having existed generations
before. They held the priesthood in time.
Moses preached the Gospel in time,
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and Elias did the same thing; both of
them held the priesthood, and now they
come to administer to Jesus; having ex-
isted in the eternal world, they come
again to earth and administer to him and
to Peter, James and John on the moun-
tain. Why? Because they held the ev-
erlasting priesthood, that administers in
time and eternity.

I again turn to the Bible, and find in
the Revelation of St. John there was a
great and mighty personage presented
himself to him, arrayed in glory, magnif-
icence and power. And John fell down
to worship him. Said he, "See thou do
it not." Why? Who art thou? "I am thy
fellowservant, and of thy brethren that
have the testimony of Jesus." I am one
of thy fellowservants, the prophets that
lived upon the earth, that ministered in
time and operated as thou art now do-
ing, seeking to carry out the will of my
Father; having held the priesthood and
ministering therein in time, I am now
continuing to administer this everlast-
ing priesthood, which is associated with
the everlasting Gospel. Well, so much for
this. We will let it pass.

Now then, what is the position we
occupy? We have had the same things
restored to us through Joseph Smith,
by the revelations of God the Father
and his Son Jesus Christ, and Moroni
and Mormon, and Peter, James and
John, and John the Baptist and oth-
ers who communicated the same and re-
vealed things pertaining to the priest-
hood they held, and conferred authority
upon him, and he upon others, to ad-
minister in regard to these great and
eternal principles. And hence we have
our church organized upon this basis,
our presidency, our apostles, our seven-
ties, our high priests, our elders, our
high councils, our bishops and their



