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instruments in his hands of bringing
about the redemption of their descen-
dants. The Lord God promised them the
privilege of working for and in behalf of
their descendants in the latter days; and
they have begun the work. All this was
foretold in this record, the Book of Mor-
mon.

Now I will read a little for the ben-
efit of the Latter-day Saints, for though
they have this record lying upon their
shelves. I fear there are some who are
careless about reading its contents, and
perhaps do not understand the signs
of the times, and the fulfillment of the
purposes of God, which are here so
clearly set forth. Jesus appeared on
this American Continent soon after his
resurrection, three different times that
are recorded, and how many other times
that are not recorded, I do not know. But
he showed himself to them and brake
bread with them. But the third time
he came to the Twelve whom he had
chosen on this land—as he was about
to leave them he put a very important
question to them. He said unto his
twelve disciples, speaking unto them one
by one—"What is it that you desire of
me, after that I am gone unto the Fa-
ther?" And they all spake save it were
three—"We desire that after we have
lived unto the age of man, that our min-
istry, wherein thou hast called us, may
have an end, and that we may speed-
ily come to thee in thy kingdom." And
he said unto them—"Blessed are ye be-
cause ye have desired this thing of me;
therefore, after that ye are seventy-two
years old ye shall come unto me in my
kingdom; and with me ye shall find rest."
And when he had spoken these words
unto the nine, he then turns to the three
and said unto them—"What will ye that
I shall do unto you, when I am gone to

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

the Father?" And they sorrowed in their
hearts, for they dare not speak unto him
the thing which they desired. And he
said unto them—"Behold, I know your
thoughts, and you have desired the thing
which John, my beloved, who was with
me in my ministry, before I was lifted
up by the Jews, desired of me. There-
fore, more blessed are ye, for ye shall
never taste of death." These three men
had the promise that they should never
taste death; "but," said the Savior unto
them—"ye shall live to behold all the do-
ings of the Father unto the children of
men, even until all things shall be ful-
filled according to the will of the Father,
when I come in my glory with the pow-
ers of heaven. And ye shall never endure
the pains of death; but when I shall come
in my glory ye shall be changed in the
twinkling of an eye from mortality to im-
mortality; and then shall ye be blessed in
the kingdom of my Father. And again, ye
shall not have pain while ye shall dwell
in the flesh, neither sorrow save it be for
the sins of the world; and all this will I
do because of the thing which ye have
desired of me, for ye have desired that
ye may bring the souls of men unto me,
while the world shall stand. And for this
cause ye shall have fulness of joy; and ye
shall sit down in the kingdom of my Fa-
ther; yea, your joy shall be full, even as
the Father hath given me fulness of joy;
and ye shall be even as I am, and I am
even as the Father; and the Father and
I are one; And the Holy Ghost beareth
record of the Father and me; and the Fa-
ther giveth the Holy Ghost unto the chil-
dren of men, because of me."

What a glorious promise was made
to these three men! Did they re-
ceive any change? Yes, they did;
not to immortality however, but a
change sufficient was wrought in their



