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the south, and to the north, and none
will be found who dare lift up their voices
against the rule and reign of the Son
of God. "To him every knee will bow,
and every tongue confess," and we can-
not help it. I look forth to that day with
a great deal of real pleasure and satisfac-
tion, when the righteous will reign upon
all the face of the earth.

We are all liable to err; are subject,
more or less, to the errors incident to the
human family. We would be pleased to
get along without these errors, and many
may think that a man in my standing
ought to be perfect; no such thing. If
you would only think of it for a moment
you would not have me perfect, for if I
were perfect the Lord would take me to
Paradise quicker than you would be will-
ing to have me go there. I want to stay
with you; and I expect to be just perfect
enough to lead you on—to still know a
little more than you know; you may in-
crease as fast as you can, and I will keep
just a little ahead of you; if you do not be-
lieve it, try it, and you will learn whether
the Lord is not capable of still leading
you through as weak an instrument as
your humble servant.

We have a great labor before us. The
building of this Temple is not a drop to
a bucketful when compared with the la-
bor we have to do. Let this people say
that they will not build the Temple by
Tithing, and then let the Lord say to a
few of us, "My servants, will you build
that Temple?" Our reply would be, "Yes."
I could build it alone, if required, as
well as I could build any other build-
ing, and the Lord would throw every
means into my hands that I needed for
the work. It is God who gives the in-
crease; he throws into our path the bless-
ings we enjoy. Every man and woman
ought to know that they can do all that
he wishes them to perform; but there is

an abundance of Tithing, and more than
we need, if it could be had in a shape
that we could use it to advantage. It now
costs us nearly as much as it is worth to
take care of the Tithing, because the peo-
ple throw on to a few the responsibility of
caring for the Tithing property. Is it not
public property? And should not a mu-
tual interest be felt for its preservation
and proper disbursement?

When the brethren come to work out
their labor Tithing, they do not expect
us to board them and find them tools to
work with. I accidentally learned one
thing when I was south, and might have
known it before if I had only thought of
it. I went into a little bit of a Tithing
room where there was a few hundred
pounds of bacon; I said, "You have some
meat here." "Yes," was the reply, "but the
most of it is gone, for we have sent a
great deal with the teams which have
gone for the poor, and we expect the rest
of it to be wanted for our teamsters who
are hauling rock for the Temple." Try
the experiment with one who comes here
to pay labor Tithing, get up a boarding
house and board him, a clothing store
and clothe him, and the labor that is
done will not cover half the expense of
feeding and clothing them. What did we
expect you to do when we said, in the
circular, take a little of this and a lit-
tle of that? We expected the people to
bear this expense and not take it out of
the Tithing Office. But it seems that
what should have come to this Tithing
Office has been sent for the poor. I did
not ask the Tithing Office for meat and
clothing to fit out what teams I have
sent, and never thought of it. When
we first called for teams to go to Flo-
rence, we called for thirty; twenty-seven
went, and I furnished more than half of
them and did not ask the Church to find
me meat, but others have, and they can


