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It is truly joyful to my feelings to
assemble, Sabbath after Sabbath, with
the Latter-day Saints, to hear the tes-
timonies of the servants of the living
God, and to hear the words of eternal life
preached by the power of the Holy Ghost.

It is now nearly twenty-nine years
that I have enjoyed this privilege in this
Church; and I esteem it as one of the
greatest privileges to be still alive and
in your midst, and I acknowledge the
hand of God in preserving me for so
many years in this kingdom. I believe
most firmly that if it had not been for
the mercy, power, and goodness of God,
I should not be numbered among the liv-
ing at the present time. When I cast my
reflections back upon the past history of
my life, and contemplate the numerous
scenes through which I have passed, in
connection with hundreds of others that
have traveled to and fro among the na-
tions, I feel that it has been the hand
of the Lord that has delivered me from
the hands of enemies and lawless mobs
which have often beset my path.

It has been the hand of the Lord
that has delivered this people through
all the dreadful persecutions that we
have endured, and it will be the hand
of the Lord that will deliver us in
all future time. I oftentimes re-
flect back upon the early period of
my experience in this Church, having

been baptized into the same only about
five months after its first organization,
when there were but a very few individu-
als numbered with the Saints. I presume
that all who belonged to the Church at
that time might occupy a small room
about the size of fifteen feet by twenty. I
then became intimately acquainted with
the Prophet Joseph Smith, and contin-
ued intimately acquainted with him un-
til the day of his death. I had the great
privilege, when I was in from my mis-
sions, of boarding the most of the time
at his house, so that I not only knew him
as a public teacher, but as a private cit-
izen, as a husband and father. I wit-
nessed his earnest and humble devotions
both morning and evening in his family.
I heard the words of eternal life flow-
ing from his mouth, nourishing, sooth-
ing, and comforting his family, neigh-
bors, and friends. I saw his counte-
nance lighted up as the inspiration of the
Holy Ghost rested upon him, dictating
the great and most precious revelations
now printed for our guide. I saw him
translating, by inspiration, the Old and
New Testaments, and the inspired book
of Abraham from Egyptian papyrus.
And what now is my testimony con-
cerning that man, founded upon my
own personal observations? It is the
same today as it was when I first
received the testimony that he was
a Prophet. 1 knew that he was a



