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der the progress of the work; he seeks
to lull into a false security, the vigilance
of the Saints; to cool their ardor, check
their efforts, and render them fruitless;
to cause them to neglect their duties,
grow lukewarm and indifferent towards
the cause of God.

Brethren, let me exhort you against
these allurements, against this apathy—
it will never do, it does not become the
Latter-day Saints, whose work rolls upon
them as fast as they are able to accom-
plish it. The Saints pray their Father
in heaven to hasten His work, and roll
it forth with mighty power.

Do you not know that the heavens are
ready to drop with blessings in store for
the faithful Saints, if they were ready
and able to receive them? The Almighty
God is ready to establish His kingdom
upon the earth, in power and majesty, if
His people were ready to receive, were
prepared to administer therein in holi-
ness, purity, and wisdom.

But are this people ready? No!
they are not—their work is preparatory,
and I am happy in believing that their
progress is onward, that they are ad-
vancing toward that unity, faith, and
perfection, those good works and Godlike
attainments, which shall witness unto
the Lord our God, that they are rapidly
approximating towards that eventful pe-
riod, when the Son of Man will appear
in his temple, to cheer the hearts of his
people.

The heavens are propitious, and if we
do right, the Lord our God will be our
friend, bless and prosper us in our en-
deavors to bring to pass this our prepara-
tory work. We will build a temple unto
the name of the mighty God of Jacob,
here in the wilderness of deserts, amid
the forest of mountains, upon the foun-
dation which we this day consecrate unto
the Lord of Hosts. We will rear a su-
perstructure wherein we can receive the
ministrations of angels and holy beings;

wherein we can receive instructions, and
perform offices for the redemption of our
dead, receive keys for the resurrection of
the Saints of God, wherein we can meet
the spirits of just men made perfect, and
again strike hands with the martyred
Prophets, Joseph and Hyrum, and all
those who have suffered and died for the
testimony of Jesus.

We are far more commodiously situ-
ated, far better prepared for this work,
than ever before, as a people. We have a
house wherein we can hold our Councils,
a tabernacle wherein to worship, store-
houses to contain the tithing of the peo-
ple, and shops, and machinery in full op-
eration.

The wall around the Temple Block
will soon secure those grounds from in-
trusion. We are comparatively free from
debt, everything seems favorable for the
rapid progress of this work.

Brethren, it depends upon your ef-
forts, your liberality, your faithfulness,
whether its progress be slow or fast. We
are now ready to bid the Saints "come
lend us your aid—bring up to the Tithing
House of the Lord, your tithings and
your consecrations; pay up what you
owe, that our hands may be untied, and
freed from our remaining indebtedness;
that the hearts of the public workmen
may rejoice in the blessings and comforts
of life." Let your liberality be known by
your works, and remember that it is your
own work you are called upon to perform,
and one in which you have the deepest
and most abiding interest.

Bring forth the materials for
building—stone, lime, and sand; lum-
ber and timber; the pine, the fir, and
the cedar; the iron and steel; the silver,
gold, and precious stones; to ornament,
make beautiful and glorious the place
of His presence, whose excellence sur-
passes the understanding of the children
of men. Amen.


