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declaration to me was as the voice of
Almighty God. Why? Because he had
the Priesthood of God on the earth; the
Priesthood that is without father, with-
out mother, without beginning of days or
end of years, which is God's authority,
the eternal power and right of the gov-
ernment of God upon the earth. I was
subject to that government in the days of
Joseph. Men used to talk on this wise—
"But would you believe in the Prophet
if he should demand all your property?"
Lucifer would suggest this idea to them.
"No," says another, "I would not." "Sup-
pose he should come to you, and tell you,
you must sell your farm in the east, and
go to Kirtland, and consecrate your prop-
erty to the Lord, would you do it?" "No,"
answers his neighbor, "the Lord has no
use for my property, I would not do it."
"Well," says one, "do you think Joseph
is right to dictate in temporal matters?"
"No." There were quite a majority, I be-
lieve, in the days of Joseph, who believed
he had no right to dictate in temporal
matters, in farms, houses, merchandise,
gold, silver, &c.; and they were tried on
various points.

When the family organization was re-
vealed from heaven—the patriarchal or-
der of God, and Joseph began, on the
right and on the left, to add to his family,
what a quaking there was in Israel. Says
one brother to another, "Joseph says all
covenants are done away, and none are
binding but the new covenants; now sup-
pose Joseph should come and say he
wanted your wife, what would you say
to that?" "I would tell him to go to hell."
This was the spirit of many in the early
days of this Church.

If you maintain the fact that the
Priesthood of God is upon the earth,
and God's representatives are upon the
earth, the mouthpiece of Jehovah, the
head of the kingdom of God upon
earth, and the will of God is done

upon earth as it is in heaven, it follows
that the government of God is upon the
earth. I allude to the Church which it
dictates; and then to the whole earth
which it will dictate. Satan may suc-
ceed for a season to curtail the extent
of this government, and the free work-
ing of its machinery, but if the Lord
Almighty has organized a government
upon the earth, and has committed the
keys and Priesthood of it to His Prophet,
that Prophet holds jurisdiction over the
earth, the same as Adam did in the be-
ginning. And righteous men in every
dispensation since the creation, if they
had any keys, had the keys of the king-
dom of God; and they extended over this
wide world wherever God had a people
and a government; and just as far as the
Priesthood exercised its authority, just
so far the rule of the Almighty reached.

If Joseph had a right to dictate me
in relation to salvation, in relation to a
hereafter, he had a right to dictate me
in relation to all my earthly affairs, in
relation to the treasures of the earth,
and in relation to the earth itself. He
had a right to dictate in relation to the
cities of the earth, to the natives of the
earth, and in relation to everything on
land and on sea. That is what he had
a right to do, if he had any right at all.
If he did not have that right, he did
not have the Priesthood of God, he did
not have the endless Priesthood that em-
anates from an eternal being. A Priest-
hood that is clipped, and lacks length,
is not the Priesthood of God; if it lacks
depth, it is not the Priesthood of God;
for the Priesthood in ancient times ex-
tended over the wide world, and coped
with the universe, and had a right to gov-
ern and control the inhabitants thereof,
to regulate them, give them laws, and
execute those laws. That power looked
like the Priesthood of God. This same
Priesthood has been given to Joseph


