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How many of the Latter-day Saints,
who have been in the Church from fif-
teen to twenty years, have learned the
Gospel sufficiently to be masters of their
passions? How many have learned the
nature of things, as well as of men, the
use of gold and silver, and the elements
that are around us, so as to enjoy the life
of the world, and understand the nature
of it well enough to devote all the trea-
sures of the east, did they possess them,
to the building up of the kingdom of God,
and to have no will but the will of the
Lord? Who is proof against the influence
of a good name, and worldly renown?
How many have learned the lesson so
perfectly as to defy the depths of poverty,
distress, and misery to move them, or
in the least shatter their integrity? The
congregation can answer these questions
at their leisure, each one for himself. I
can assure you we have to learn such
lessons, if we have not learned them al-
ready.

The mysterious and invisible hand
(so called) of Providence is manifested in
all the works of God. Who of this congre-
gation can realize for one moment, that
the Lord would notice so trifling an af-
fair as the hairs you have combed from
your heads this morning? Yet it is so, not
one hair has fallen to the ground without
the notice of our Father in heaven. To
convince the ancient Apostles of His care
over them, Jesus selected the most tri-
fling things, in their estimation, to illus-
trate to their minds that the least thing
escaped not His notice. Said he—"Fear
not them which kill the body, but are not
able to kill the soul; but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and
body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold
for a farthing? and one of them shall not
fall on the ground without the knowledge
of your Father. But the very hairs of your
head are numbered."

Can we realize how this Providence

governs and controls the nations of the
earth, and marks out the destinies of in-
dividual man? If we have not learned
these lessons they are before us, and we
have them yet to learn. If we have not
yet learned that poverty, sickness, pain,
want, disappointment, losses, crosses,
or even death, should not move us one
hair's breadth from the service of God, or
separate us from the principles of eter-
nal life, it is a lesson we have to learn.
If we have not learned how to handle the
things of this world in the light of sal-
vation, we have it yet to learn. Though
we have mountains of gold and silver,
and stores of precious things heaped up,
and could control the elements, and com-
mand the cattle on a thousand hills, if
we have not learned that every iota of it
should be devoted to the building up of
the kingdom of God on earth, it is a les-
son yet to learn.

Our religion embraces every truth
pertaining to mortal life—there is noth-
ing outside the pale of it. It is no mat-
ter what persons do, if they keep within
the bounds of truth and righteousness,
of the Gospel of the Son of God. Can
they step beyond these bounds? They
can. I will tell you how easily. When
Saints start to cross the plains to this
place, no matter where they start from,
they are full of faith and religion, they
are full of prayer and humility, and O
how they desire to get to Zion! They cross
the Atlantic, travel on the waters of the
Mississippi and Missouri, and commence
their journey over the plains, but be-
fore they have traveled over half the dis-
tance, they enter into temptation, some
of them so far as to say, "When I get to
the Valley I shall go on to California."
Some will step out of the way far enough
to curse and swear at their cattle, and
others will cruelly treat them, in a rage
of madness. Those who do these things
know they are beyond the bounds of


