THE GOSPEL.

and fishes" cannot possibly abide the test
to which everyone's faith, sooner or later,
must be brought, but will have his dis-
honesty and hypocrisy exposed, and will
sooner or later apostatize.

Hundreds of our Elders, full of Godly
zeal, animated with the purest motives,
having obtained a knowledge of the will
of God, have left their wives and chil-
dren, whatever the heart holds most
dear, and gone forth to the nations with-
out worldly compensation, calling on all
to repent and turn their hearts to the
Lord—obey the Gospel, with a promise
that they should receive the Holy Ghost,
which would "lead unto all truth, and
show things to come," and would be their
guide and monitor—a principle of revela-
tion, remaining with them through life,
inasmuch as they preserved their hon-
esty and integrity, continuing faithful in
keeping the commandments of God, and
devoting their time, their means, their
talents, their all in building up the King-
dom of God. These duties were required,
these blessings promised by our Elders
in the preaching of the Gospel. To obtain
light—a knowledge of the will of God, to
secure the true religion—divine manifes-
tations regarding the truth of the doc-
trine as taught by Joseph Smith, was the
first, and all-absorbing proposition pre-
sented to the people.

Now, whether these Elders and mis-
sionaries were base impostors, promul-
gating sheer falsehoods, or not, is of
course a question of grave considera-
tion; yet it is a matter of far greater im-
portance, and of more serious inquiry,
whether our people, as a community,
having failed to receive those divine tes-
timonies, keep silent as to that most vi-
tal and important question, and come
here to practice fraud and deception
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in religion, and thus fasten irresistibly
upon the minds of our children and fu-
ture generations a system of falsehoods,
for a divine religion.

Joseph Smith affirmed that Peter,
James and John visited him, and con-
ferred on him authority to adminis-
ter the holy ordinances of the Gospel
through which every honest-hearted
man and woman was promised the Holy
Ghost, and a perfect knowledge of the
doctrine.

I had been a member of this Church
but a short time when I obtained, by
a divine manifestation, a clear, explicit
and tangible demonstration of the truth
of this work. Thousands and tens of
thousands of Latter-day Saints, men and
women, in private life, can testify to
the same experience; and though I may
know many principles in regard to this
doctrine, which in their limited experi-
ence, they may not understand, yet in
that one fact, they are equal to me in
knowledge, equal to the messengers who
have administered to them this Gospel.

I now wish to examine another promi-
nent feature of our religion. An impor-
tant item which was prominently held
forth wherever this Gospel was pro-
claimed, was, that its followers should
have an abundance of persecutions, and
probably, in the progress of this new life,
be compelled to suffer the most trying
sacrifices, as wife, children, houses and
lands, despoiling of goods, and perhaps
even, of life itself. No persons are prop-
erly prepared to enter upon this new life,
until they have formed, within them-
selves, a fixed resolution to abide this or-

deal.
The Savior, the Apostles, Joseph
Smith, and the Latter-day Elders,

when offering this system to the
people, told them clearly and em-



