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Council in the case above referred to:

President Angus M. Cannon pro-
ceeded to review the evidence which had
been adduced in the investigation. He
took the charges seriatum. With respect
to the first charge—that of taking mor-
phine to excess—he held that there was
no evidence to support the allegation. It
was admitted by Sister Ferguson that
she had been accustomed to take mor-
phine to relieve her from pain induced by
neuralgia of the heart; but never, except
upon one occasion, was she rendered in-
capable of attending to her duties by the
taking of this drug, and it was very sup-
posable that severe pain was the cause
of her administering what appeared to
be an overdose. But was she to be de-
nounced as a confirmed morphine taker
because upon this one occasion she had
administered an overdose of this drug?
Was that circumstance to be used as a
means to destroy her communion with
the Church, to destroy her reputation,
and to brand her as being an habitual
slave to this terrible medicine? By no
means.

With regard to the second charge—
that of being false—President Cannon
said he had not discovered anything in
the evidence to substantiate that Sister
Ferguson was false. She might have ap-
peared to be arbitrary, commanding, in
her desire to have respect and obedi-
ence from those under her charge; but a
good deal of this kind of feeling appeared
to have arisen from jealousy and from
watching for faults, and when found,
magnifying them to a great extent.

In reference to the third charge—
that of stealing medicine from the
Hospital—it had been proved that
Sister Ferguson took some pills
once, and they were administered to
an outside patient of the Hospital,
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she took this medicine as was her right,
for the use of outside patients. And as
to the taking of brandy—about which so
much had been made—all the evidence
upon that point was that Sister Ferguson
had asked the nurse once for a "sling" of
brandy to be brought to her room, and
she felt that she had need of it. Was it
criminal for her to take a little brandy
under those circumstances? Was she to
be proclaimed as a drunkard? Not by any
means.

Fourth charge—that of malpractice
in the case of an old woman by the al-
leged administration of morphine—was
held to be entirely unfounded. The old
woman referred to was in a bad state of
dropsy, and in a dying condition when
brought to the hospital; she suffered
great pain; and doubtless, as a doctor,
and considering it the right thing, sis-
ter Ferguson did administer morphine
for the purpose of relieving the patient
from pain and getting her to sleep. The
patient subsequently died. But because
of this was sister Ferguson to be accused
of causing her death? No.

The very fact of the sisters having
signed those charges showed that they
conceived them to be right. They ex-
pected this matter to be investigated.
They expected to meet Sister Fergu-
son face to face. The question had
been asked, did Sister Snow prompt
the sisters to write those charges.
The reply was elicited that Sister Van
Schoonhoven made a draft of the com-
plaints and that Sister McLean copied it.
Sister Snow took it for granted that the
charges were true, not thinking, proba-
bly, the damaging effect they would have
upon the character of Sister Ferguson.
This being the case it was concluded that
it would not do for Sister Ferguson to
be allowed to continue in her position.



