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evil. One thing is just as necessary as
the other.

I have already published a statement
about a woman who had committed an
act of adultery while her husband was
away from home. I was written to about
it. Why, said I, cut her off from the
Church. We cannot have such people
in the Church. Ultimately I requested
the husband of the woman to come and
see me, but instead of coming himself
he brought along the seducer of his wife
and three beautiful children—three as
beautiful children as I had seen any-
where and as promising. It made my
heart ache to see the position that that
woman had placed her family in. But I
could not help it. She had entered into
covenants which were sacred. She had
violated those covenants. The Book of
Covenants says that such people shall be
destroyed. I could not change it. I did
not make that law. When they told me
that the seducer was there, I said, I do
not want to see him. I can't have any-
thing to do with such a wretch—a man
that would enter into a family and de-
bauch another man's wife while he was
away, thus taking advantage of the cir-
cumstances in which she was placed. I
do not know who the man was; and I
don't care. I don't want to see him. The
woman wept. "Can I stay in the Church,"
she asked. "No, madam, you can't." I
could not assume the responsibility, the
Bishop could not assume the responsibil-
ity, the High Council could not assume
the responsibility without becoming par-
takers of the crime. I have seen other
things of a similar kind and have had
to deal with them. This High Coun-
cil has no right to condone sin. This
is an error that people fall into. If
men transgress and violate the laws of
God, they have no right but to deal

with them according to the law of God.
Treat them kindly; do the best you
can for them, but do not condone their
crimes. Apostles, Prophets, Pastors,
Teachers, Deacons, and High Councils
are placed in the Church as they for-
merly were, for the perfecting of the
Saints; not to pass over iniquity because
of certain influences. No influence of any
kind ought to control you, only the pure
principles of eternal truth as laid down
in the law of God. No man can inherit
a celestial kingdom who does not keep
a celestial law. No man can inherit a
terrestrial kingdom unless he abides a
terrestrial law, and no man can inherit
a telestial kingdom unless he abides a
telestial law. And it is for us to see that
these laws are executed. We must purge
ourselves from sin.

Then, in regard to this affair. As I
have already said, I think there was a
little weakness in Sister Ferguson and
in those sisters. And is there not a lit-
tle weakness in all of us? I have many
weaknesses and infirmities. Shall we
condemn one another? No. But I wanted
to point out some of these things for the
benefit of this Board of Directors, of Sis-
ter Ferguson, of this High Council, and
of all concerned, that we may be enabled
to look carefully, dispassionately and in-
telligently into all of these matters, and
seek for the Spirit of the living God. It
is your privilege as a High Council al-
ways to know the right, if you are liv-
ing your religion and keeping the com-
mandments of God, and to have the in-
spiration of the Most High to guide you
in your acts, and if you have that and
seek unto the Lord, He will bless you and
guide you in all of your doings. And so He
will bless all men who seek unto Him,
for as many as are led by the Spirit of
God they are the sons of God. And we


