
REASON OF INVESTIGATION. 357

and resisting the writ of habeas corpus.
He thought he had a right to do what
he did, and he assumed the responsi-
bility. But they fined him for it, and
that fine stood against him until pretty
near his death. He had transgressed the
civil laws of the land, and if he could
do that with impunity, it was considered
that others could do the same, and they
did not want to set such a bad exam-
ple. In this we see a conflict between
military and civil authority. The mayor
thought he was doing his duty; the gen-
eral thought he was doing his; but when
it was brought before the courts the gen-
eral was fined. He paid the fine, but it
was remitted some little time before his
death.

Then there is a case of a similar
nature right before this nation at the
present time. I refer to the case of Fitz
John Porter. I am not competent to en-
ter into the full details of it. However,
suffice it to say, that his superior officer,
General Pope, had ordered him to make
a certain movement, and, it is alleged,
he disobeyed the order, thinking that if
he did obey the result would be injurious.
In this he committed a breach of military
etiquette and military law. They had the
law there—not like this hospital—and
he violated it. For this he was censured.

I merely want to show that there
is nothing in these kinds of misun-
derstanding for they exist everywhere
and have existed from time immemo-
rial. And it is not uncommon for par-
ties when their dignity is insulted to
settle the matter by pistols or swords,
as the case may be, and frequently
one or the other is killed, and "honor
is satisfied." I merely introduce this to
show how such things operate, and that
you make the very best rules you can,
and the very best laws, and there is

a danger of their being violated. I might
mention other instances, but I do not
wish to occupy too much time in rela-
tion to these matters. From what I have
said it will be seen that these folks, to
whom I have alluded, were pretty decent
people. I do not know but the Mayor of
New Orleans was a pretty good man, and
General Jackson had a pretty good repu-
tation, and was afterwards President of
the United States. I expect Fitz John
Porter is a pretty good man; I expect
that General Pope is a pretty good man;
yet they have disturbed the nation and
Congress with the difficulties that have
existed between them in spite of all those
laws. As I said before there is a kind of
neutral zone, and yet men come in con-
flict.

Here as members of the Church of Je-
sus Christ of Latter-day Saints, we pro-
fess to be governed by a law that is differ-
ent from others. I have mentioned it al-
ready. It is the law of the Gospel. Then,
as has been stated, we have our insti-
tutions separate and distinct from the
States, the same as others have. Other
religious bodies have the same. We have
our religious usages, our ideas, and our
theories. We believe—and hardly I was
going to say we believe in a celestial law.
Hardly. What is it? "Thy will be done on
earth, as it is done in heaven." That is
the way I understand it. As I have said
before, Jesus came not to do his own will,
but the will of His Father that sent Him.
And when He told His disciples to pray,
as I have stated, He said, say, "Our Fa-
ther which art in heaven, Hallowed be
thy name. Thy kingdom come," what!
thy kingdom! whose kingdom? the king-
dom of God. What! The kingdom of God
come upon the earth? Yes, that is what
it says—the rule of God, the govern-


