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may become, as Abraham's, like the
sands of the seashore for number.

The Latter-day Saints claim to be the
children of Abraham, and if they are the
children of Abraham, they will do the
works of Abraham. It was difficult for
men and women from all parts of the
world, who had lived in the monogamic
order all their lives to accept this doc-
trine of the eternity and plurality of
marriage. It was "a new and everlast-
ing covenant; and if ye abide not that
covenant, then are ye damned, saith
the Lord." This was the obligation that
was laid upon the Prophet Joseph, and
through him, upon the true believers of
the Church, even all who were worthy to
accept of these obligations. It was herein
that the Elders and their wives extended
their faith, enlarged their obedience, and
accepted the terms of the new and ever-
lasting covenant extending not through
time only, but eternity also.

Now, I ask, who is injured by a man
taking a second wife, when the wife he
now has is agreeable and it is mutually
understood between her and him and the
newly affianced; it being entered into
with a mutual understanding and a mu-
tual agreement according to the law of
God—I ask, who is injured?

Wherein consists the crime of
bigamy? It is this. When a man takes
one wife he covenants to adhere to
her until death do them part. He vio-
lates that covenant when he takes an-
other woman, unknown to his wife; he
thus practices fraud upon her. This
is where the crime comes in. Fraud
is perpetrated upon his own family. I
want the old and the young to under-
stand it; I want to come down to the
root of the matter, and find out and
show up what the crime is, if any, that

is charged upon us. This crime of tak-
ing another wife when a man has one is
called bigamy; and there are laws and
penalties against it. With the Latter-
day Saints there is no fraud practiced,
the second wife being accepted with the
mutual consent of the first, and in accor-
dance with the revelations of God. There
is in that no crime at all, unless some
law of God is violated, or somebody is in-
jured in the matter. If this transaction
that I have just named violates the law of
God, or if it injures or infringes upon the
rights of a brother or a sister, then there
may be some ground for pronouncing it a
crime, but belief in, and practice of, the
eternity and plurality of the marriage
covenant do not violate the law of God,
because He has commanded His people
to accept and obey it. Neither is it an
infringement upon the rights of others,
neither men nor women, but gives all
women an opportunity to become honor-
able wives and mothers, and thus to shut
out what is politely called the social evil,
with all its horrid concomitants of se-
duction, feticide, infanticide and all the
train of sexual monogamic evils which
haunt and infest Christendom.

If, then, we violate no law of God nor
right of our fellows, wherein, I ask again,
consists the crime of our religious faith?
It is in this: that Congress forbids it;
just as Darius forbade Daniel praying
to God, and because he persisted, cast
him into the den of lions; the same as
Herod caused all the male children to
be slain, hoping to kill Christ our Sav-
ior in his infancy; the same also as Neb-
uchadnezzar cast the Hebrew children
into the flames because they worshiped
the living God rather than his idol.
Wherein consists the crime of Daniel
praying to the God of Israel? Simply be-


