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OUR EFFORTS TO INFORM THE WORLD OF OUR
DOCTRINES—WE MUST EXPECT PERSECUTION—MAN

HAS NO RIGHT TO MAKE LAWS CONTRARY TO THE LAW
OF GOD—PLURAL MARRIAGE IS NO CRIME—BIGAMY A

CRIME—THERE ARE MORE FOR US THAN AGAINST
US—THE WORK OF GOD NOT UPHELD BY NUMBERS—THE

BLOOD OF THE PROPHETS IS UPON THE AMERICAN
NATION—GOD WILL TEST US.

DISCOURSE BY APOSTLE FRANKLIN D. RICHARDS, DELIVERED AT THE GENERAL

CONFERENCE, AT LOGAN, HELD IN OCTOBER, 1885.

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

Providence seems to smile upon our
gathering together for a conference at
this time. Indeed, as a people, if we
take into consideration all of the bless-
ings of our common salvation, we are to-
day highly favored of the Lord, in every
general respect. I think our hearts ought
to be moved by a sense of gratitude for
all of His many blessings to us, both tem-
poral and spiritual. Our brethren here
have gone to and improved the condi-
tion of their tabernacle, so that we are
very comfortably situated. The singers,
I think, feel that they have got into the
right place; a good table is also provided
for the reporters. I take this opportunity
to invite reporters of any and all newspa-
pers that may be present, who wish to do
so, to come forward, take a seat at this
table and report the proceedings of our
conference. The only favors we ask at
their hands is that they will please re-
port us correctly.

We have been striving half a cen-
tury to inform the world of the prin-
ciples of our faith, and we have not

tired at it yet; we are still sending mis-
sionaries to the four quarters of the
earth. We have sent them without stint
of numbers to the people of this great na-
tion, the United States; have endeavored
to inform them ever since the year 1830,
and especially since the endowment at
Kirtland in 1836, when the Apostles,
High Priests and Elders went forth into
all parts of this nation, as far as per-
mitted, and as fast as they had oppor-
tunity, to inform the people of the prin-
ciples of our faith. But it seems al-
most impossible to get to their ears, and
much less likely to reach their hearts.
It appears to have been easier for us
in an early day to receive that mea-
sure which the Lord had revealed for
our benefit than it is now when He is
giving us so much that the new wine
cannot be received into the old vessels,
and if it could we do not know what the
results would be. In these our times,
some of the feeble and fainthearted,
will no doubt think that because of
the efforts at persecution against us we


