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More than five years ago, certain se-
cret societies instituted what were called
the Pittsburgh riots. The State militia
was called out to quell them, and they
were not able to do it. The army of the
national government was appealed to,
and a United States officer told me that
when he led his soldiers to Pittsburgh he
feared to give the word of command to
fire upon those insurgents, "for," said he,
"I did not know whether they would obey
or turn round and fire upon their offi-
cers." I have heard merchants of Chicago
and New York declare that they had pri-
vate arms stacked away in their business
houses because they could not trust the
municipal, the county, the State, or the
national means of protection; will you
tell me that a nation is strong thus sit-
uated? It is not. The iron heel of the
monopolist has long been upon the neck
of labor, and the great question which is
looming up in this nation today is that
of labor and capital. Would to God we
had statesmen with eyes clear enough to
see! Would to God that they would pull
out of their eyes the "Mormon" mote and
behold the beam that threatens the na-
tion. The occurrence at Rock Springs,
and the mutterings we hear from the At-
lantic to the Pacific ought to be a warn-
ing that the day is not far distant, unless
the Democratic and Republican parties
open their eyes to the situation, when
desolation and war will be in this gov-
ernment. When men who live in San
Francisco, Chicago and New York, have
said to me, "Mr. Thatcher, why don't
you renounce this objectionable feature
of your religion, the nation is opposed
to it, the civilization of the age does
not want to permit it—why don't you
renounce it and live in peace?" I have
said to them, "I thank you for your kind
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sentiments; I thank you for the kindly
feelings that you entertain,” and as an
evidence that I feel it, I will say when
this nation, having sown to the wind,
reaps the whirlwind; when brother takes
up sword against brother; when father
contends against son, and son against fa-
ther; when he who will not take up his
sword against his neighbor must needs
flee to Zion for safety—then I would say
to my friends come to Utah; for the judg-
ments of God, commencing at the house
of the Lord, will have passed away, and
Utah, undisturbed, will be the most de-
lightful place in all the Union. When
war and desolation and bloodshed, and
the ripping up of society come upon the
nation, I have said to such, "Come to
Utah and we will divide our morsel of
food with you, we will divide our cloth-
ing with you, and we will offer you pro-
tection." I will tell you, my brethren and
sisters, the day will come, and it is not
far distant, when he who will not take
up his sword against his neighbor, will
have to flee to Zion for safety; and it is
presupposed in this prediction that Zion
will have power to give them protection.
We are not going to do it outside of the
government, either; we are going to do
it inside the government. There is no
power in this land to turn this people
against the government of the United
States. They will maintain the Consti-
tution of this country inviolate, and al-
though it may have been torn to shreds
they will tie it together again, and main-
tain every principle of it, holding it up
to the downtrodden of every nation, kin-
dred, tongue and people, and they will
do it, too, under the Stars and Stripes.
They will stand with their feet firmly
upon the backbone of the American
continent and maintain the principles



