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Elder in Israel, I hold that the influence
which binds together this people to be
the spirit of God, and that the Almighty,
the creator of the heavens and the earth,
is not dependent upon one man or many
men, and that the Lord will demonstrate
to all the Christian world, that the re-
ligion which is called Mormonism is the
religion of the heart for the masses of
the people who have espoused its cause;
and if, in the experiences of the past few
months, and that which is yet in the fu-
ture, the Latter-day Saints learn to rely
on God, learn to receive for themselves
heavenly communications for the guid-
ance of their feet, though it may cost the
exile of our leaders or the imprisonment
of those who have worked as their ser-
vants, they will have received that which
is of much value; and although it cost
much, it will be worth more than the
cost. We can see now that a few who have
relied upon others, who have sought the
counsel of their file lenders and have de-
pended upon that counsel when they can
no longer reach those leaders, falter and
fall by the wayside. I believe that God in-
tends that every man and every woman
in His Church and kingdom shall exer-
cise the faculties which He has given
them, that in the exercise of their agency
He designs to exalt them in eternal glory.
So long therefore as the people rely upon
their leaders they are not manifesting
that degree of faith, they are not in a po-
sition to think and reflect for themselves
as they should. I have known the time of
the Presidency of the Church and of the
Apostles taken up in frivolous matters
that ought never to have gone beyond the
family circle, at least ought not to have
gone beyond the confines of the Ward or-
ganization. But times have changed. We
approach not now so easily the Presi-
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dency of the Church. We receive not
their counsels with that facility that we
have done in the past. And although we
miss their presence much—for this peo-
ple love their leaders—in their absence
the channel of communication between
the heavens and the earth is open to this
people as it never could have been under
former circumstances. Men and women
are now learning that their prayers can
be heard, and that if they are not able
to receive the counsels of their brethren,
they can in all places and under all cir-
cumstances, receive the counsels of God,
their Heavenly Father.

Men, communities of men, govern-
ments, nations, powers, and principali-
ties have never yet been able to build
walls so strong, or make iron doors so
thick as to prevent the prayers of a
righteous man ascending unto his God,
hence every man and every woman who
keep the commandments of the Lord can
have a light and a lamp for their feet,
and those who have oil in their lamps
will not be uncertain as to the course
they should pursue. The revelations of
the Lord will inspire them and direct
them in the ways of truth and right.

When we reflect on the growth of gov-
ernments, civilization, the rights of men
and the liberties which we so much en-
joy, to what source do we look as the
one from whence they came? The great
government of which we form a part—
the most liberal, the broadest and the
deepest in its foundation, the greatest
government which God has ever smiled
upon—except when he has administered
according to His own will in the affairs
of men—to whom is due its birth and ex-
pansion. To men who were willing to bow
in obedience to the mandates of kingly



