OUR DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES.

we live our religion and possess the Holy
Spirit, do we comprehend the position
that we occupy and no more.

We read, in the Scriptures, of a dis-
pensation of the fullness of times, when
God would gather together all things in
heaven and all things in the earth—
that is, a certain dispensation which
would include everything that has ex-
isted in other times, and in other dis-
pensations, and would embrace in one
dispensation what has been scattered
throughout the world in different dispen-
sations, from the commencement of time
until the present. Hence this is a mat-
ter that affects the earth and the heav-
ens; it is a matter in which those who
are in the heavens are concerned, and
also those that are upon the earth. It
reaches back to the commencement of
time and goes forth to the final winding-
up scene of all things pertaining to this
earth whereon we dwell. Hence, as
I said, we occupy a very peculiar po-
sition before God, and also before the
world. The world do not comprehend
our position, and hence they reason very
strangely and very vaguely about us, and
they get some very strange notions per-
taining to us. That is not surprising.
It is as much as we can do ourselves to
comprehend our position. It is as much
as the Elders of this Church can do to
magnify their callings. It is as much
as the Apostles or the Presidency of the
Church can do to comprehend their po-
sitions, and it needs continual watchful-
ness, and prayer, and self-abnegation,
and devotion to God, and the continual
guidance of His Spirit, that we may com-
prehend the relationship which we sus-
tain to each other, to our heavenly Fa-
ther, to the world in which we live, to the
nation with which we are associated, to
the world of mankind generally, and the
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duties and responsibilities that devolve
upon us pertaining to all of these mat-
ters, both to the living and the dead.

We have a fight to fight. We have
a faith to contend for. We have princi-
ple to learn, and to develop to others.
We have our relationship to God, and to
holy angels, and to the world to main-
tain. We have duties and responsibil-
ities devolving upon us that mankind,
and that we ourselves comprehend only
very little. It has been thought gener-
ally that if men could secure in some
way or other their salvation, and get to
heaven, as it is called, that they were do-
ing a great work. We have, however, got
a great deal more than that to do. We
have first to learn ourselves the way of
life; and then to teach others that way.
Hence, what mean our Seventies and our
High Priests, our Elders and our Apos-
tles and men holding the Priesthood of
God? What mean those various missions
they take to the nations of the earth?
What mean our gathering together here,
and the efforts that we make for that
purpose? What mean the building of
Temples and the administering therein?
What mean some of those things that we
begin to have a slight glimpse of regard-
ing certain duties and responsibilities
resting upon us, pertaining to the dead
as well as the living? What mean those
Scriptures that speak about saviors upon
Mount Zion? What mean our dedica-
tions to God, and the ordinances that we
administer in His house? What means
the development of those great princi-
ples pertaining to eternal lives that be-
gin to enter into our minds partially?

Man is a dual being. He pos-
sesses a body and a spirit. He is con-
nected with eternity as well as time.
He existed before he came here. He
exists here. He will exist after he



