GOD DESIGNS US TO BE A DISTINCT PEOPLE.

wander through our settlements; I would
rather be clothed in deerskins or in
goatskins; I would rather be destitute
of those things that men place so high
a value upon and be sure that I had
the blessing of my God, be sure that I
would secure, by continuing faithful, ex-
altation in His kingdom, than to have all
the wealth that this world can furnish.
I would rather have the peace of God in
my heart; I would rather have the bless-
ing of God and His Holy Spirit resting
upon me than to have a thousand things,
however grand they might be, bestowed
upon me and be destitute of the favor of
our God. That is the feeling I have. I
know it is pleasant to have good things;
I know it is pleasant to have beautiful
surroundings; I know it is a sweet thing
for us to be able to supply our families'
wants, and when they ask to have it in
our power to give; but there is something
higher, something nobler, something bet-
ter than this, and that is the favor of
our God. We should labor so as to have
this, and at the same time if we do, we
may rest assured that all the rest will
be added to us. He will not leave us
destitute. He will not deprive us of the
blessings of the earth. On the contrary
he will impart those blessings to us, and
not only to us but to our children after
us. For we live not for ourselves alone,
but we live for our posterity. We hope
to be faithful so as to gain the favor of
God, that our posterity after us will be
remembered in the days of trial and in
the days of tribulation and of calamity
that are to come upon the earth, a de-
sire that every faithful man connected
with this Church must have if he un-
derstands the promises and blessings of
God. His desire must be that, so long as
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the earth shall stand, so long as time
shall endure, he will never be destitute
in any generation of a man who will
bear the Holy Priesthood; that he will
have a representative in all the gen-
erations to come, the generations from
now until time shall cease. In order
to obtain this promise and this bless-
ing men must be faithful unto God; men
must labor and struggle as our fathers
did through whose faithfulness we have
received those promises, and through
whose faithfulness, also, we have re-
ceived the Holy Ghost that we now en-
joy this day; that we, like them, shall
gain the favor of God so effectually that
he will confirm upon us and our posterity
after us the blessings he confirmed upon
Abraham our father, those blessings that
shall be felt throughout all the genera-
tions to come as long as time shall en-
dure. That is our privilege as Latter-day
Saints, and we should live for it, and God
will help us to obtain it, if we are faithful,
if we do that which is right before Him.

In conclusion, my brethren and sis-
ters, I entreat you as a servant of God,
in the name of our Lord and Master, to
love Zion with all your hearts, and not al-
low any other love to enter therein. Love
this work. Devote yourselves to it. Love
our God. Love Him supremely and He
will never desert you. Keep His com-
mandments, no matter what the sacri-
fice may be. Keep every commandment
of God, and stand before the Lord blame-
less, so that you will not be condemned,
and if you will do so He will lead you
and all of us back into His celestial pres-
ence and crown us with glory, immortal-
ity and endless lives, which I pray may
be our happy lot, in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen.



