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We are becoming a great people—
that is, compared with what we have
been—not very great compared with the
world; but, nevertheless, we are increas-
ing very rapidly; the rising generation
is very numerous; and it requires ex-
ceeding diligence and watchfulness on
the part of those who have the people
in charge as shepherds to see that the
means of instruction and counsel are in
proportion to the growth of the people.
If this were not the case we should soon
have a generation of young men and
young women ignorant of the principles
of life and salvation, and of the policy
and polity of the work of God that He has
established on the earth.

It is very necessary that as a people
we should have with us the spirit of rev-
elation from God, and not only should
we have it ourselves, but it is also nec-
essary that we should be taught by those
whom God has called to preside over His
Church and to lead in the affairs thereof.

Our position is in many respects crit-
ical. We are surrounded by enemies who
are constantly on the alert, and who are
doing all in their power to thwart the
work of God, and to destroy its influ-
ence on the earth. This being the case
it is exceedingly necessary that every
means which God has placed within our
reach for our improvement and for the
advancement of His work should be used
by us.

The prophecies concerning Zion
which are on record are full of promises
concerning the future growth of this peo-
ple, concerning the glory that shall rest
upon Zion. But these predictions and
promises are all conditional. They will
be fulfilled if we place ourselves in a
position to merit their fulfillment, or
to bring them about. If Zion fails to
come up to the requirements which God
has made of us, then the fulfillment of
these glorious promises will undoubt-
edly be deferred. It is therefore of impor-
tance that the Latter-day Saints should



