NECESSITY OF INSPIRATION TO A SPEAKER.

Brigham Young or John Taylor, but from
God. Unhappy is the condition of the
Saint who has not received it, for in the
midst of scorn, hatred, ostracism and
persecutions of the world, it is the lamp
that shines along the narrow way that
leads to the presence of the Creator. It
is the well of living water springing up
unto eternal life, the inspiration that tes-
tifies of a love stronger than death; will-
ing to endure all things while pleading
with humanity to receive the message of
a merciful, long-suffering and loving Fa-
ther. For this reason the Elders of Israel
gladly take the spoiling of their goods,
and, as it were, their lives in their hands
and go to the ends of the earth deliver-
ing their message while patiently endur-
ing the whips and scorns, derision and
insults of those whom to save they would
perish. With such love as this in their
hearts, how many have wandered with-
out sympathy, friendless and alone save
the companionship of the Holy Ghost, in
the streets of London, Liverpool, Paris,
New York, and other large cities and
densely populated regions of the world!
And how truly have they verified the
words: "If they hated the Master, so also
will they hate you."

Read the fierce resolutions and burn-
ing expressions of hate issuing from re-
ligious and other societies and organi-
zations. Do they inspire you with feel-
ings of bitterness in return, or with pro-
found feelings of sorrow? Can you mourn
for those who do these things ignorantly?
Can you think of Paul as he persecuted
the early Saints in the belief that he was
doing God's service, and pray for these
too? Thousands who have been deceived
by those who love and make lies, hon-
estly believe that it would be God's ser-
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vice to drive the "Mormons" from the
land.

Let us remember that all these, and
those also who judge us wrongfully,
harshly, cruelly and with malice afore-
thought, having knowledge of their in-
justice, were true to God in heaven when
Satan and a third of the hosts there
fought against Christ and Michael. They
kept their first estate, and whatever in
their blind wickedness they may be led
by the power of darkness to do here, let
us pray for them, and, as far as possi-
ble returning good for evil, treat them
with kindness, for they are the children
of our God. Deceived now and inspired
by the Prince of Darkness, but they will
be saved hereafter if they sin not against
the Holy Ghost in shedding innocent
blood. Ignorant, low and wicked, they
may be drunken, blasphemous, bearers
of false witness whose testimony may
lead to the imprisonment of the innocent;
defilers of men and women and the work-
ers of all manner of iniquity; if they shed
not innocent blood God will save them,
though in the fitness of things, many will
be outside the walls of the beautiful city
among that class in whose society alone
they are prepared to go.

When persecuted, driven, and many
killed, the Saints implored the President
of this great nation for redress: He an-
swered: "Your cause is just, but I can do
nothing for you." Another President or-
dered, on misrepresentations, an army
to Utah. How will the Almighty deal
with these? They will be judged as you
and I will be judged, according to the
deeds done in the body. According to the
light they had, will they be held respon-
sible.

To an extent our history as a
people is but a repetition of the
history of the early Christians.



