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judge of the quality of a tree by the fruit
it bears, so also may we judge of the qual-
ity of a religion by the fruit it bears and
not by the professions of its adherents.

I say to the Latter-day Saints, if the
religion you have received fails to pre-
vent you from bearing false witness, it
is either untrue and not the religion of
Christ, or it is not grounded in your
hearts. True religion is bound to be prac-
tical religion, teaching the merchant to
give sixteen ounces to the pound, thirty-
six inches to the yard, and in every way
to be honest and truthful. It will teach
the laborer to do honest work and the
employer to give honest and fair wages
for the work. It will unveil hypocrisy
and place a premium on the execution
of equity and justice; it will supplant
malice with charity, hatred with love,
distrust with confidence. It will silence
the voice of envy and remove the foot
of oppression from the neck of the poor.
Its church steeples will cast no shad-
ows over the homeless, starving, shiver-
ing child of God, left miserably to per-
ish under the very droppings of the sanc-
tuary. True religion will do these and
ten thousand kindred deeds of charity,
whenever and wherever practiced. The
fearful wrongs everywhere seen in the
Christian world were not foreordained,
nor are they any part of heaven's econ-
omy, but are the fruits of the acts of sin-
ful man, the results of God's laws bro-
ken and trodden under feet of men whose
wicked injustice blotch and mar the har-
mony and peace of the universe.

True religion refreshes the heart as
gentle rains the parched and thirst-
ing soil. The law and prophets
hang upon perfection—the doing
unto others as we would that oth-
ers should do to us, under the

practice of which the grinding monopo-
lies, cruel wrongs and awful sacrifices
known throughout the Christian world
would melt away as snow before the rays
of the sun. Millions may profess to fol-
low the meek and lowly Jesus, but if the
misery and sorrow of Christians is the
fruit they produce, their religion is life-
less, untrue, or has failed to act upon
their hearts. Strait is the gate and nar-
row is the way, and few there be that find
it. Simple, unmistakable, yet how few,
how few indeed, seem to understand that
unchangeable declaration of Christ.

Ministers claiming to speak in His
name daily contradict and seek to nullify
its force. Some years since I remember
to have read a sermon preached by the
Brooklyn divine, the Rev. Henry Ward
Beecher, in which his mighty intellect—
he is conceded to be one of the fore-
most thinkers of the age—seemed to
grasp material with which to bridge the
gulf separating the various Christian
denominations, by comparing the king-
dom of heaven to the City of Philadel-
phia, leading into which were many rail-
ways, over each of which many trains,
with many cars containing many peo-
ple, passed daily. All starting from dif-
ferent points, traversing different roads,
but all going to Philadelphia—that is,
heaven. How generous, how charitable,
how humane! But however pleasing the
doctrine it lacks one important ingredi-
ent, it is not true. Beecher says there
are many ways. Christ said, straight is
the gate, not gates, and narrow is the
way, not ways, etc. As they separate,
and disagree, let us leave Beecher and
follow Christ. One is an authority, the
other is not. Jesus, the Mediator of the
Covenant, the Captain of our salvation,


