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While we have been in this land what
else have we been doing? We have been
sending away missionaries by scores and
hundreds, year by year, to inform and
if possible to convince the people of the
truth of the Gospel. They will not, how-
ever, receive it. It seems as though
mankind now, as in the days of Jesus,
have ears to hear, but they will not hear;
eyes to see, but they will not see; hearts
to understand, but they will not under-
stand. When we tell them that certain
principles and views we hold are our re-
ligious convictions, or our conscientious
understanding of the word of the Lord,
we are told at once that there is no re-
ligion about it, as if others had a better
right to know what our religious convic-
tions should be than ourselves.

We have a great and marvelous work
laid upon us, and its more marvelous fea-
tures are still to be developed and made
manifest. We yet see but a small part
of it. The Lord has shown us all we can
bear; all we can, in our present state of
development, comprehend and apply.

The Savior said, when He was upon
the earth, "I am the way, the truth,
and the life." Now, if we can find out
sufficiently about our Savior, His views
and doings, we shall be able to under-
stand generally the principles of the glo-
rious Gospel, which has been revealed
and something of its outcome. We learn
that our Savior was born of a woman,
and He was named Jesus the Christ.
His name when He was a spiritual be-
ing, during the first half of the exis-
tence of the earth, before He was made
flesh and blood, was Jehovah. He was
in the beginning of the creation, and
He had to do and has had to do con-
tinually with the creation and govern-

ment of this heaven and this earth.
But up to the time that He came and

dwelt in the flesh and was born of Mary,
His Mother, He dwelt in the spirit life.
He was the spirit Being that directed,
governed, and gave the law on Mount
Sinai, where Moses was permitted to see
Him in part. He is the Being that ap-
peared unto the brother of Jared, when
he brought the stones that were to be
put into the barges, and asked the Lord
to touch them with His finger that they
might receive and emit light. When the
Lord drew near and touched the stones
with His finger, the brother of Jared's
eyes were opened, and he saw the finger
of the Lord. He was afraid and fell down
before the Lord. The Lord asked him,
"Why hast thou fallen? Arise!" And he
said that he was afraid, for he beheld the
finger of the Lord, and he did not know
that the Lord had flesh and blood. Jeho-
vah then showed him His whole person,
saying, "This is the body of my spirit"—
He that should come in the meridian of
time and take upon Himself a body of
flesh and blood. When that time arrived,
and he attained the age of thirty years,
He began to officiate in the ministry, af-
ter He had been baptized by John the
Baptist.

Without stopping to detail as much
as I would like, I want to call attention
to two or three leading features of His
work. The Savior commenced to labor
in the ministry, and found men here and
there of the right spirit, whom He com-
manded to follow Him. To one of these
he said, "Before Philip called thee, I saw
thee." So He continued to find and se-
lect choice spirits whom He knew before
the foundation of the world. He ordained
twelve of them to be His ministers,


