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every family needs, that those who be-
come rulers in Israel, or heads of fami-
lies, shall be men of God, filled with the
knowledge, the revelations and power of
God.

I am thankful that I live with you
to see the great and mighty operations
of Jehovah's purposes going on in the
earth. I feel thankful that I am per-
mitted to perform any humble part in
this marvelous work. The Saints, even
those in the humblest station, should
feel thankful that they can contribute
one way or another by their efforts or
their means to help advance any of the
interests of the Church or Kingdom of
God.

Former speakers have referred to the
principle of tithing. This is one of the
very important features of the faith of
the everlasting Gospel. It always was
when there was a people of God on the
earth. Go back to our Father Abraham—
whom all professed Christians would
like to claim heirship with—and we find
that he was very tenacious in paying his
tithing, his whole tithing. When he went
to war against the thirteen kings, with
his company of three hundred and eigh-
teen trained servants, followed them all
night, overtook them, and became their
victors, he brought home the spoils, and
when he reached Jerusalem he found
there Melchizedek, the ruler of the coun-
try, the minister of the Lord, the king of
peace; one of the first things he did was
to pay his tithing of the booty, and he re-
ceived a blessing at Melchizedek's hands.
So it was with Isaac and Jacob. We are
informed in the Scriptures that Jacob
covenanted with the Lord, saying: "Of
all thou shalt give me I will surely give
the tenth unto thee," which he did. And
when in after years the Lord brought Is-
rael back from Egypt to Canaan, where

He promised they should live and have
an everlasting inheritance if they would
keep His law, He gave it them with this
reserve, that a tenth of the people's pos-
sessions should be paid to Him:

"And all the tithe of the land, whether
of the seed of the land, the fruit of the
tree, the tithe of the herd, or of the flock,
is the Lord's: and shall be holy unto the
Lord." (Lev. xxvii, 30-32.)

If they did not do this they would be
robbing the Lord. The fact was, all they
possessed was the Lord's, and when they
appropriated all to their own use, pay-
ing nothing into the Lord's storehouse,
they did that for which He afterwards, by
the Prophet Malachi, charged them with
robbing Him, "even their whole nation."
(Malachi iii, 9.)

The Lord has said unto us, very em-
phatically, if we do not sanctify this land
and make it holy unto Him by keeping
this and all other of His commandments
that it shall not be a land of Zion unto
us. Let us hearken to it, take it to heart,
think of it, study it prayerfully, and learn
what it means.

Says one, "Here is a poor widow that
does not owe any tithing; there is a poor
brother who is lame and cannot work
who does not owe any tithing." Don't
they? Let us see. The paying of tithing,
like every other ordinance, has its pecu-
liar blessings, and what are they? In the
receipt which the Prophet Joseph Smith
gave to me in Nauvoo, signed by him-
self and the tithing clerk, he stated that
having paid my tithing in full to date, I
was entitled to the benefits of the bap-
tismal font, which had just been dedi-
cated in the basement of that Temple.
Do not this poor widow and that lame,
unfortunate brother need the benefits
of the baptismal font for their deceased


