
WHY THE SAINTS GATHER. 297

away at one time and another because
the way was too straight or the road
was too rough for them, we have reason
to be very thankful that the love of the
truth has continued and increased in our
hearts. It is fitting that we should la-
bor with diligence and faithfulness and
with our mights to bring to pass the
purposes of God, inasmuch as they are
rolling upon us rapidly, and seeing that
He has promised that He will cut His
work short in righteousness.

Since the Father came forth from the
heavens with His Son and spoke to the
Prophet Joseph—then a boy only about
fourteen years old, and told him that all
the people of the earth had gone astray
from His ordinances and had broken the
everlasting covenant—I say since that
time what wonderful progress has been
made in developing the arts and sci-
ences. Those were the days of the stage
coach instead of the railroad. Then
postal facilities were very slow. It re-
quired mouths for communications to go
from this country to Europe and back
again. Now it is done in an instant,
steam and electricity enable people to
transact business in one day or an hour,
perhaps, that used to take months to ac-
complish. The Lord is in this way ful-
filling His promise that He would hasten
His work in its time. He has increased
facilities during our day and generation
for the accomplishing of work and bring-
ing about His purposes which it would
take many times as long to accomplish
under the old regime—the slow-coach or-
der of things.

Thirty-eight years ago, when we
came across the plains, it took us
all summer to get from the Missouri
River to Salt Lake. We had to walk
and toil by the road; our teams gave
out and died by the way. A com-
pany of us in the year 1848 were

from the 18th of February till the 19th
of October, coming from Liverpool to this
Territory. Now the Saints start from the
old country and come here by steam in
about three weeks, a journey that for-
merly took nine months to perform. This
is one of the ways in which the Lord is
shortening His work—cutting it short in
righteousness—and furthermore He has
said He will hasten it in its time.

Now, there must necessarily be, as
there always has been, the same enmity
between the Church of Christ and the
world that ever has existed. And what
is the great reason why there must be
such opposition? I can tell you one rea-
son. It is because that we, by the bless-
ing, power and requirement of God, have
been enabled to go forth and preach the
Gospel, gather the believers together, or-
ganize churches, build cities and tem-
ples, and establish a church and king-
dom unto God, and that the world cannot
do. That is one reason why they feel en-
mity toward us. This is a great testimony
to the whole world—the work of gather-
ing the people of every language under
the sun, from the frigid, the temperate
and the torrid zones. From Iceland on
the North, as well as from New Zealand
and the Cape of Good Hope on the South,
and all countries intermediate, where
the Gospel has been preached.

It is a subject that is an enigma for
the greatest statesman of the earth; this
gathering together of people of differ-
ent languages, different education and
habits, and harmonizing them all. The
great secret is that they are first bap-
tized into the same spirit, one bap-
tism, one faith, and one Lord. They
come here and being taught correct prin-
ciples they govern themselves. That
is just what we want; and is what


