TESTIMONY.

territory are "Mormons," and one-sixth
non-"Mormons," eighty-five percent of
the criminals were from the ranks of
the one-sixth, and fifteen percent of the
criminals were from the ranks of the five-
sixths, who are "Mormons." Now it is in-
tended, it appears to me, to change that
by making a feature of the "Mormon" re-
ligion a crime, and sending just as many
as possible into the ranks of the crimi-
nals, so-called, for practicing that prin-
ciple. I maintain that it is a mistake to
say that the Latter-day Saints are crimi-
nals, and have asked men everywhere to
carefully, candidly, and honestly exam-
ine the situation for themselves. I would
undertake to show that in our homes
there is not the element of crime or sin or
wrong, but that they will compare favor-
ably with the homes of any. But to call
that which I owe my being to, a crime—
to take that position, when I know it is
God's eternal truth, I would be a coward
and a poltroon, I would be undeserving
the respect of any man if I should thus
reflect upon the holy institution to which
I owe my being. I know there is virtue
in it; I know there is purity in it; that
it is right in the sight of my God and
my conscience, and when I deny that,
put a stone round my neck and cast me
into the sea. I would have no courage
to live and meet face to face any hon-
orable man; I would slink and cower as
a miserable lying hypocrite. So I con-
sider those who deny "Mormonism." The
homes of the "Mormon" people are homes
constructed upon the principles of purity
and virtue. Those men who are abusing
us and sending lies broadcast through
the land concerning us know that I speak
the truth. Of course the facilities are
not so good today for them to enter our
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homes as they were before they showed
the cloven hoof, before they proved them-
selves ravening wolves in sheeps' cloth-
ing, going about seeking whom they may
devour. Their aim, purpose and ambi-
tion is to bring reproach upon this peo-
ple; to see if they cannot in their insidi-
ous efforts introduce sin in the midst of
our pure homes and society. Think you
they would hesitate to lead the women
of "Mormondom" astray? No, not they.
Think you they would hesitate to de-
stroy the virtue of the sons of "Mormon-
dom?" No, not they. They have the ef-
frontery, they have the shamelessness to
advocate lechery, to advocate prostitu-
tion as a remedy for "Mormonism," as
a corrective of "Mormon" society, as a
means of liberation from "Mormon" in-
fluence. Oh, freedom at such a price!
Give me the thralldom that the world
thinks the "Mormons" are subjected to,
and let such freedom be embraced by
those poor slaves to passion and to sin.
God has given us the truth, and the truth
has made us free. And we are indeed
free if we have that freedom which comes
through obedience to the will of God.
If we are pure men; if we are virtuous
women, though chains should bind us,
or prison walls hold us, yet we are free
in the sight of God, and are better pre-
pared to judge our persecutors than they
us. I know that is the prevailing condi-
tion among the Saints; I know that we
are a pure people in the main. We have
those among us who sin; we all have our
imperfections and weaknesses; but God
knows we are pure in our intentions and
desires. He knows that this people, gath-
ered from the four quarters of the earth,
have been brought out from Babylon
through faith in Jesus Christ and repen-
tance of their sins, entering into holy and



