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There is very little endeavor, I may
here remark, on the part of those who
seek to abuse, and misrepresent us and
to bring down upon us evils—there is
among them very little disposition to
examine the principles that we profess
and teach; there is very little disposi-
tion among them or desire to ascertain
if these things are not true, or to find
anything in the way of argument against
that which we teach and practice before
the world. They have sent up the strong
religious men of the nation to show us
the error of our ways. We have gladly
met them. We have met them in this
building in discussion for the purpose of
having them bring forth their reasons to
show that we are in error and that the
judgment of the world is right. What
has been the result? The faith of the
Latter-day Saints has been increased;
they have been confirmed and strength-
ened in their belief; and we have heard
very little boasting of the success of those
who were sent to show us the error of our
ways. I imagine that if there had been
success we would never have heard the
last of it.

This judgment of the world against
us, assuming that we are wrong, as-
suming that there is something up here
in Utah that is not right, that is not
consistent with Christianity, or the en-
lightenment of the age, has caused, per-
haps, some distress, caused us to witness
scenes that have a tendency to try the
faith of the Latter-day Saints, to prove
their integrity. For one, viewing the mat-
ter in that light, I thank God for it. I
thank God that we are permitted to live
in a day and age of the world when He
has not forgotten His people, and has
demonstrated to them and to mankind
as well, that they are in possession of

the truth. If we were of the world
the world would love its own; but we
have come out of the world, therefore
the world hate us. They have in var-
ious ways manifested their evil dispo-
sition towards us, since the commence-
ment of the Church and Kingdom of God
upon the earth in this generation. Since
the day that Joseph Smith received the
revelations of God through the admin-
istration of angels from heaven, there
has been a hue and cry raised against
our people—an endeavor to blot out the
work that the Saints have been engaged
in. But let me tell you, my faith and
belief and testimony is that the world
has lost its opportunity to destroy that
which is called "Mormonism;" that God's
eternal truth, as received and practiced
by the Latter-day Saints in these moun-
tains, is rooted and grounded so deeply
and firmly that it will never, while time
and eternity lasts, be uprooted or de-
stroyed. I cannot conceive, my brethren
and sisters, of the destruction of a truth.
If mankind will assume that there is
an error here that needs to be rooted
out—if their assumption were correct—I
would not deny their power to succeed in
the effort. They have said—that which
they say most is—that our homes are
not pure, that our homes are not con-
structed upon the right plan. They for-
get that the homes that God most hon-
ored in ages that are gone by, were con-
structed upon the plan that the Latter-
day Saints advocate and hold out to
the world as the plan of God. They
forget that Jesus Christ, the Son of
God, delighted in tracing His earthly lin-
eage through the homes of polygamists.
They have undertaken to destroy such
homes. I feel in my heart sorry for
the man who conceives that he has the
power to succeed in such an unholy work.


