TESTIMONY.

to light. They have their choice. Light
has burst forth in the midst of darkness,
but the darkness comprehendeth it not.
Men love darkness rather than light, be-
cause their deeds are evil. If, however,
we extend the message of mercy and
of peace, our responsibility ends. Men
will be judged by the light they possess.
The heathen nations will be redeemed
and will obtain a higher exaltation than
those who receive the truth and turn
away from it, or refuse to accept it when
it is offered to them. God is merciful to
ignorance and lack of opportunity; but
responsibility rests like a mountain upon
those who hear the truth and then reject
it.

My testimony to this congrega-
tion is that Joseph Smith was a
Prophet of the living God; that
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Brigham Young was a Prophet of God;
that John Taylor is their legally ordained
successor; that there are Prophets and
Apostles in this Church today; that
we preach the same Gospel that was
preached in the days of Paul, for if we
preached any other we should be ac-
cursed. My testimony is that "Mor-
monism" stigmatized and hated as it is,
is the fullness of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, the only plan of life and salva-
tion, the only one that will exalt man in
the presence of God; and the world reject
it to their condemnation. I pray God to
bless this congregation, and grant that
the words I have spoken may sink into
some honest hearts, like good seed upon
fertile soil, to spring forth and bear fruit
for their salvation to the honor and glory
of God. Amen.

REFUSAL OF SO-CALLED CHRISTIANS TO RECEIVE THE
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INVESTIGATION OF THEIR PRINCIPLES—THE TRUTH
CANNOT BE DESTROYED—WE HAVE EVERY REQUISITE
FOR SELF-GOVERNMENT—WE MUST MAINTAIN OUR
FIDELITY TO THE TRUTH—RARITY OF CRIME AMONG
THE "MORMONS"—PURITY OF "MORMON"
HOMES—CHARACTER OF THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS.
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REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

It is with pleasure that I arise
to speak to you for a few moments,

and to bear my testimony to the
truth of the work in which we are



