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This is the message we bring, the
olive branch that we extend to the world,
and for so doing we are despised and
persecuted and trampled upon. But we
know that we need expect no different
fate from that which our predecessors
have experienced. They laid down their
lives in preaching this same Gospel. We
must be willing to lay down ours, if need
be, to establish these truths upon the
earth.

God does not punish except to save,
He never chastens except to purify. In
sweeping the antediluvian races from
the earth, it was an act of mercy to them,
that they might not add sin to sin and
heap up iniquity until they could not
have been pardoned. He swept them off
when their cup was full, and imprisoned
their spirits while their bodies moldered
in the grave. Jesus, however, while His
body was lying in the tomb, went and
preached to the spirits in prison; those
who rejected the message that was of-
fered to them by Noah, and were swept
away by the flood. So it will be in this
day, if this message is rejected; God will
bring judgments upon the world until
He has humbled the people to a state
where they will be glad to receive it.
He says to His Elders: Go ye into all
the world and preach the Gospel to ev-
ery creature; and after your testimony,
comes the testimony of earthquakes and
tempests, of thunders and lightnings, of
the sea heaving itself beyond its bounds,
of wars and rumors of wars, of famine
and pestilence. Says He, the time shall
come when he that will not take up his
sword against his neighbor must needs
flee unto Zion for safety, for there shall
be gathered to it of every nation under
heaven, and they shall be the only peo-
ple who are not at war one with another.

It is that the world may escape these
terrible judgments and plagues that will
desolate the wicked, that we put our
lives and liberties in jeopardy in preach-
ing that which is unpopular, and which
brings upon us the wrath and hatred of
the world. We desire, as much as men
can desire, the salvation of our fellow
men. Our mission is to save, not to con-
demn. This is the Gospel of salvation,
not a Gospel of damnation. Damnation
follows as a necessary alternative of the
rejection of the truth. Men who reject the
truth damn themselves. The man who
will shut the door in his own face keeps
himself out from the Kingdom: it is no-
body's fault but his own. The waters of
life are free; come and partake of them,
without money and without price! If you
will not partake of them, how can you
blame anyone but yourself if you die of
thirst in the desert? If you put out the
light by persecuting the Saints of God,
how can you blame anybody but yourself
if you are left in darkness? Could the an-
cients blame God for taking His Church
from the earth, when they took every
pains to exterminate it? They destroyed
the body of the Church, and the spirit
departed, just as naturally as when the
body of a man is killed; his spirit has no
longer any business upon the earth. It
returns to God who gave it, to come again
at a more auspicious time, with the Son
of God in clouds of glory, provided it be
one of the 144,000 faithful ones who fol-
low the Lamb whithersoever He goeth.

If condemnation follows the re-
jection of the Gospel, God cannot
help it, His servants cannot help it.
If we invite men to come out into
the sunlight and they prefer to stay
in the shade, who is to blame but
themselves? They prefer darkness


