MISSION OF THE ANCIENT APOSTLES.

world the glory of His presence to con-
sume it from before His face and cause it
to vanish like chaff in a flame. We are
not prepared for the glory of His com-
ing. But this work which has been estab-
lished in our day, is one that will prepare
us for His glorious advent. All who be-
lieve and are baptized into this Church
have been promised the gift of the Holy
Ghost. What is the Holy Ghost? It is
the Spirit of God. God dwells in the
pure element of fire; it is the atmosphere
which the holy angels, the spirits of the
just, the Gods in eternity breathe and
live within, but which would consume
us if we came too suddenly upon it, or
it upon us. We must needs approach it
gradually. We read that in the days of
Moses, when God wished to commune
with him, He called him up into a high
mountain, and filled him with the Holy
Ghost. Moses, therefore, could endure
His presence; but when he came down
from the Mount his face shone like an
angel's, and he had to put a veil upon
it lest the children of Israel should be
consumed before him. This shows what
we may expect when God comes in the
clouds of heaven, if we do not rid our-
selves of iniquity and prepare our souls
to meet Him. But ere that day comes
there shall be wars and rumors of wars,
thunders and lightnings, famines and
pestilences; the sea shall heave itself be-
yond its bounds, and all things shall be
in commotion; the sun shall be darkened,
the moon shall be turned to blood, and
the stars shall fall from heaven like figs
from off a fig tree. The judgments of God
shall stalk through the earth, decimat-
ing the human race, before the great day
of the Lord shall come.

Are we to suppose that in a day
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like this, when such mighty and terri-
ble things are coming upon the earth,
God would leave the world in darkness;
that he would shut the heavens, as our
Christian friends say He has done; and
send forth no more prophets to prepare
us for these great events which are at
our doors? I for one would have a very
poor opinion of a God who would leave
His children in that cruel manner. But
the God we worship is just and merciful.
He never brings upon the earth any judg-
ment but He sends first a warning mes-
sage to prepare the people for its coming.

This is our warning today—that the
Gospel of the kingdom is being preached
unto all nations as a witness, and then
the hour of God's judgment, or the pre-
dicted end of the world shall come. It
is a message of mercy, not one of anger,
not one of cruelty. It is not cruel to tell
men the truth. If we see a man on the
brink of a precipice and tell him that if
he takes another step forward he will be
dashed to pieces, is that cruelty, or is it
charity of the truest kind? It may hu-
miliate him to be told of his danger; it
may cast reflection upon his eyesight; he
may not see the precipice; men do not al-
ways see things which are immediately
near them; they who are at a distance
sometimes observe the danger first and
give warning. It is not uncharitable, it
is not intolerant to tell men the truth;
we must sometimes be cruel in order to
be kind; and hurt men's feelings if nec-
essary in order to save their souls. I do
not mean the saving of their souls by the
killing of their bodies. Heretics used to
be punished on that theory. The object
of "Mormonism" is to save the body and
the spirit, which together constitute the
soul.



