
PROSPERITY OF THE SAINTS. 255

God has made His people free from the
bondage of sin and death; we are at lib-
erty, and there is no power on the earth
that has the ability to fasten the shack-
les of sin and Satan upon us. It all
depends upon our own conduct, as to
whether we are and shall continue free.

In almost all of the countries from
which you came and in the nations that
surrounded you in your former homes,
people are taxed with a taxation that is
oppressive. On the green Isle of Ireland,
where the poor and afflicted are numer-
ous there are people who have to pay a
rent of five pounds an acre for land, and
they must raise sufficient off it to sup-
port their families, and raise the money
to pay the rent. But here we can buy
or take up land, and have it, too, for the
taking, but some of us consider it an aw-
ful job to fence it (Laughter). No, we
don't know anything about oppression,
as compared with the Jews, the Poles
and the Irish. In older portions of the
United States, we never could have en-
joyed the blessings we enjoy here; we
never could have located and built up
our towns and cities; as it was the mobs
plundered us of our homes and drove us
out here to this part of the earth. It
was like a new world; it looked so en-
tirely new, that it seemed as if the work
of creation was scarcely finished. By the
blessing of God we brought life with us
and life came from heaven; life that ani-
mated the soil under our feet; that tem-
pered and controlled the elements over
our heads; so that in these high val-
leys and canyons, where it was thought
no grain or fruit could be raised, with
snow and frost every month in the year—
now we raise good crops and varieties of
fruits. A few years ago it was a prob-
lem whether an apple or a peach could

be raised here in Cache valley; but it
is not long since her enterprising fruit
growers took the premium in the Territo-
rial Fair for the best collection of apples
to be found in the Territory.

Who has done this for us? It is the
Lord our God. He brought us to this land
as He brought the children of Israel to
the land of Judea, which He gave to them
and to their children after them, to be
their inheritance forever.

I want to have us consider these
things; and instead of being anxious and
worried, troubled and filled with fear,
learn to rely upon the arm of the Lord
and trust Him for His goodness; culti-
vate the peace of heaven and let the love
of God dwell in our hearts. Though our
enemies may harass, trouble, and dis-
turb us; the trouble that they will bring
upon us will be but as a drop in the
bucket compared with what will come
upon them by and by. They cannot stop
the work of God. His decree has estab-
lished it. We have the promise that it
never shall be overthrown or given to an-
other people. Understand it. This form
of government which the Lord has given
to us, is the strongest form of govern-
ment that was ever revealed to man. The
governments of the world have power to
oppress, annoy, make war upon and de-
stroy men from the face of the earth. But
this Kingdom that God has given to His
people is to be a kingdom of peace, a
kingdom of righteousness, and its righ-
teousness is going to exalt His people, to
make them become the greatest people
on the face of the earth, filled with power,
wisdom and intelligence that all the sur-
rounding nations will look up to.

The people that are around us in
our midst, and who wish to dictate


