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the same words to all the children of men
from that time to the present. "Believe it
not!" When the servants of God have pro-
claimed the truth Satan has ever been
ready to say, "Believe it not!" He has in-
stilled into the minds of the children of
men hatred for the truth—that is, every
one that has been willing to listen to him.
He has entered into them, taken posses-
sion of their souls, and has used them
to accomplish his wicked purposes. He
has done this through man. He could
not do it without he had some taberna-
cle to operate through. He could not
deceive Eve—or did not deceive her—
except through the means of the serpent.
He entered into the serpent. The ser-
pent was willing, doubtless, to let him
enter, and he spoke through the serpent.
It was the mouth of the serpent, but it
was the voice of Satan that beguiled the
woman. He was determined that God's
work should not prosper in the earth. He
has determined that the children of men
shall do as he wishes. He has been an-
gry from the beginning because his plan
was not adopted; because the Father did
not see proper to select him to save man
without the exercise of man's agency; be-
cause of this he has determined that he
will destroy the work. He has drenched
the earth with innocent blood to accom-
plish his purpose. He is still engaged in
that work. He would destroy us if he
could. See what is being done all over
the Territory. See the agencies that are
at work. See how many men are be-
ing used by the adversary of souls to ac-
complish his purposes in regard to this
people—a people unexampled for sobri-
ety, for temperance, for industry, for fru-
gality, for kindness, for good order, for
all the virtues that men revere. Where

can you find a people like them? There
is no place upon the face of the earth
where these virtues are better exempli-
fied in the lives of the people than they
are in Utah Territory. What woman cries
aloud in our streets because of being de-
filed? What woman cries in vain for pro-
tection in all our land, from east to west,
from north to south? Has the cry of dis-
tress gone up? Has the cry of the poor
and the oppressed ascended from these
valleys unto God unheard by the people?
Do orphans and widows mourn and weep
because of the circumstances which sur-
round them? No, not in any part of our
land. Not a beggar to be seen throughout
all our settlements. No cry of distress ei-
ther from man or beast. Virtue is upheld.
Women are shielded as safely as they
were when they were infants in their
mother's bosoms—shielded from harm,
shielded from the seducer, from those
who would wreck their happiness. This
is the case throughout all our society.
Do drunkards flourish among us? Are
they encouraged? We know they are not.
Are persons encouraged in litigation and
quarrelling? No; nowhere in the land is
there anything of this kind. Peace pre-
vails; good order prevails; quarrellings
are seldom heard; virtue is protected and
encouraged. Marriage is encouraged ev-
erywhere. Yet on this land we are threat-
ened as a people because of these things.
Our liberty is jeopardized. All kinds of
machinery are put into operation to de-
stroy us, or to entrap and ensnare us,
and deprive us of liberty.

Thank God, my brethren and
sisters, for the restoration of the
Priesthood. Thank God for the
blessings we receive every day.


