PRIESTHOOD.

we are put in possession of the author-
ity to administer to each other the ordi-
nances of life and salvation, and not only
to administer to each other, but to ex-
ercise that authority in behalf of those
who have lived before us, lived in ages
that are past, so that we can connect gen-
eration unto generation until we reach
back to the time when our ancestors did
hold the Holy Priesthood. In this man-
ner the work of salvation will progress,
until throughout the millennium, tem-
ples will be built, and the servants and
handmaidens of God will go into these
temples and officiate, until all who have
been born upon the face of the earth, who
have not become sons of perdition, will
be redeemed, and the entire family be re-
united, Adam standing at the head.

You can see, my brethren and sis-
ters, the importance there is in our hav-
ing the Priesthood of the Son of God in
our midst. You see how necessary it
is that it should be exercised and exer-
cised properly. You can see how nec-
essary it is that the ordinances of life
and salvation should be administered by
those who are legitimately ordained to
this authority. When a man lays his
hands upon the head of his fellow man
and professes to bestow authority, the
mere profession of that authority will
avail nothing unless he has indeed the
authority and has it legitimately. A man
who may profess to have the authority;
a man who may say I have ordained
this person or the other person, unless
he has the authority to do so is a mere
pretender, and his acts cannot be recog-
nized nor acknowledged of God. I believe
the time will come when it will be nec-
essary for every man to trace the line
in which he has received the Priesthood
that he exercises. It is therefore of great

247

importance in our Church that records
should be kept, and that every man
should know whence he derives his
authority—from what source, through
what channel he has received the Holy
Priesthood, and by what right he ex-
ercises that authority and administers
the ordinances thereof. I believe this is
of extreme importance, and that where
there are doubts as to a man's legit-
imately exercising that authority, that
doubt should be removed. Every man
should be careful on this point, to know
where he gets his Priesthood; that it has
come to him clean and undefiled, legiti-
mately; and when men are cut off from
that Priesthood by the voice of the ser-
vants of God, there is an authority on
the earth which God recognizes in the
heavens, and that man is cut off from the
Priesthood. He said in ancient days in
speaking to His Apostles:

"Whose soever sins ye remit, they are
remitted unto them; and whose soever
sins ye retain, they are retained."

"Whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven: and whatso-
ever thou shalt loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven."

In these last days God has, in like
manner, restored this same authority of
the Holy Priesthood. He has restored
to man the power to bind on earth and
it shall be bound in heaven. He has
restored the authority to remit sins on
earth, and He, the Great Eternal, our
Father in heaven, says that when these
sins are remitted they shall be remit-
ted, but when they are not remitted they
shall stand against those who commit
the sins.

Therefore, there is this authority
in the Church, and you can witness
the exercise of it, and the power of
it, in your own experience. = When-



