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to that which is divine. Jesus as an ex-
ample went and was baptized of John
in Jordan, and there is abundant proof
in the New Testament, if I had time
to quote it, to show that all the early
Christians were baptized. Have you any
record that all the early christians were
baptized? No. But we have a record
that many were baptized, and the fact
that one or more were baptized is evi-
dence presumptive that the whole were,
for we read of only "One Lord, one faith,
and one baptism." "Well," says one, "I
do not attach any importance to bap-
tism." Probably not. I was amused just
before I came to meeting in reading an
account in the newspaper of a circum-
stance that occurred lately in the experi-
ence of General Grant. We have all sym-
pathized with General Grant in his af-
fliction. We have honored him for the po-
sition that he occupied in the nation, and
many of us have hoped that he would
live long to do good among the people.
But at one period of his sickness the doc-
tors asserted that the disease was likely
to prove fatal at any moment, and Mrs.
Grant was called into the room where he
was. Dr. Newman, and two or three
of the General's medical advisers were
present, and Dr. Newman in the ex-
cess of his religion, or of his soul, and
probably with some faith in the cere-
mony, got a little water and baptized
the General—that is, sprinkled the wa-
ter upon him—in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.
General Grant was at the time uncon-
scious and not expected to rally. But one
of the doctors went out to an attendant
and asked if he had a little brandy? Yes.
After procuring the brandy he injected
a little into the General's veins, which
speedily restored him to conscious-

ness. Dr. Newman on this recovery
immediately said, "Oh! our faith and
prayers have saved the General again.
No, says the doctor." This incident I only
mention to show that there are theories
in the Christian churches and among its
most noted ministers in regard to the
ordinance of baptism, and probably the
great majority of Americans at some pe-
riod of their lives have been baptized—as
it is called, some having been sprinkled
in childhood, some in more mature years,
others by immersion, having been raised
among the persuasion called Baptists,
whether or no, there is some little impor-
tance attached to this ordinance of bap-
tism, and this ordinance of baptism, the
Latter-day Saints accept in common with
their fellow Christians, or with other so-
called Christians. They believe in being
baptized as a necessary consequence of
their faith in God and in His Son Jesus
Christ!

Now, how were the early Christians
baptized? I do not think that there is
a shadow of evidence in the New Testa-
ment that they were any of them bap-
tized by sprinkling, or in any other way
save by that of immersion. We read
of some that were baptized in a certain
place "because there was much water
there." We read of others who were con-
verted in the night time, and who went
straightway and were baptized. We read
that the Savior told Nicodemus that,
"Except a man be born of water and
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God." We read that Paul in
writing to the Romans said that they
were buried with Christ in baptism, and
that their being raised from the water
was an illustration of the rising of the
Savior from the tomb, and we are fur-
ther told by Peter that as the ark saved


