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There are many who think they need no
repentance; that they occupy positions in
society too elevated; that they belong to
the upper crust, the great "upper ten,"
who are leaders in science, in art, and
in literature, and who are among the
cultured of our nation and in other na-
tions of mankind. They think they have
no occasion to repent; they "thank God,
that they are not as other men, not even
as this publican," or as this "Mormon."
But, brethren and sisters and friends,
there is no royal road to salvation in the
economy of God. There are no princi-
ples in the science of religion that can
be repudiated, or neglected, or disobeyed
by man, without his subjection to the
penalty, repentance of all evil and a re-
turn to that which is right is one of the
primary elements and evidences of true
manhood and womanhood, and it is also
an essential part of the Gospel of Je-
sus Christ. When man has thus ac-
cepted and manifested his faith in God
by his repentance, having believed on
and in the word of His servants, and
acquired active faith in them, he has
made an advance. When I say His ser-
vants, I mean the Lord and Savior Je-
sus Christ, in a primary sense, and those
whom He has delegated and appointed
in a secondary sense; for we read that
the Apostles were commanded to teach
that which He had taught them; they
were sent out to "Teach them to observe
all things whatsoever I have commanded
you;" they were not to teach their own
ideas, their own theories, their own con-
clusions, but that they should teach the
principles taught by Him, when they
were asked the question, What is neces-
sary for us "to do to be saved?"

It is almost an insult to a great
many people now, to tell them that

they need salvation, but yet in the inner-
most recesses of every man's heart and
every woman's soul, in the depths that
no plummet hath sounded, not even the
one made by themselves—there rests the
feeling that they need be sorry for many
of the things that they have done in life,
and if not for those that they have done,
at least for the thousand and one things
that they have left undone, for there are
sins of omission as fatal as those of com-
mission.

Faith in God and repentance, then,
and faith in His servants, rests upon a
philosophical as well as upon a scrip-
tural basis. It is rational and reason-
able, it is easy to be comprehended, these
things are true, in and of themselves!

What shall we do after we have thus
repented? What say the Scriptures?
What said the Apostles? Why, when
asked the question, "What shall we do?"
Peter replied, "Repent, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins." "Why,"
say the religious world, "we don't believe
in that?" I know it. I cannot help that.
If you choose to repudiate the author-
ity that you at other times profess to ac-
cept, I do not know that it is much of my
business. If Americans choose to apos-
tatize from the political principles of the
fathers of the Republic, I do not know
that I can help that. If any man belong-
ing to any religious or social organiza-
tion chooses to neglect or repudiate the
principle of that organization, I do not
know that I can help it. I do not know
that any community can help it, we can
only state the facts as they are, premis-
ing, however, that apostasy admissi-
ble from the institutions of men in no
way justifies the same action in regard


