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you must be held for treason, or some
other crime. Now, I have always un-
derstood that catching goes before hang-
ing; that it is the duty of the officers
to make arrests when indictments are
found; and it is equally understood that
there is a guarantee in the Constitution
of the United States that no man shall
be held to answer for any crime except on
presentment of an indictment by a grand
jury. Furthermore, when indictments
are found, the parties against whom they
are found are known only to the jury
and public prosecutor; the general pub-
lic are not supposed to know anything
about them, and the general maxim of
law is that everybody is innocent until
they are proven guilty. Consequently, we
are not supposed to know that when any-
body is going out to the haystack that
they are fleeing from an officer, or that
every tramp that comes along is a deputy
marshal, or if he is that he has a warrant
in his pocket for that man, and if he has
it is his business to catch him and not
ours. Does not the law forbid you to aid
in the escape of a criminal? Yes, if he
has been found a criminal by a compe-
tent jury and under sentence of the law.
Then it is public notice to you that he is
a criminal, but not otherwise. I merely
make mention of this because of the fool-
ish threats that are sometimes made to
terrify ignorant people. Because it is
well known the world over, so far as any-
thing is known of us, and of the legisla-
tion of Congress against us as a religious
people, that there is an issue between
Congress and the Latter-day Saints, and
that issue is of a religious character and
relating to the social relations of the
Latter-day Saints. The views which we
hold are founded upon the revelations
of God, both ancient and modern. We

have given evidence to the world of our
sincerity in this, and yet the world do
not seem to accept it. I believe that
Mr. Dickson was honest enough to ex-
press his conviction of our sincerity in
this, and that the Mormon people, as
a people, were moral people, and that
their teachings and actions showed that
they did not indulge in these sexual sins
outside of the marriage relation to any
great extent; while the great mass of
mankind who know us not are not will-
ing to give us this credit. They have
raised the hue and cry all over the land
for so many years, that we were guilty
of gross immorality, that it seems as if
the Lord intended in the way now be-
ing done to give the world ocular demon-
stration and a strong testimony of the
integrity of this people, of the sincer-
ity of their actions, of the depth and
strength of their faith, and their devo-
tion to their religious convictions, and
their integrity in carrying them out. It is
a source of gratification and thanksgiv-
ing that but few, comparatively speak-
ing, among us have felt to go back on
themselves and to throw off allegiance
to God and to their families and friends,
and to violate their consciences; but few
have been found to do this in order to
escape fine and imprisonment. How far
it will become necessary that this testi-
mony should go forth to the world, and
how many should suffer so that their tes-
timony should go abroad to mankind to
convince the world and to vindicate God
and His people, I am not yet able to say,
for I am persuaded it will be as the Lord
will; that whatsoever is necessary we
must submit to with the best grace possi-
ble. I do not mean to say that every one
who may be thought to come under the
third section of the Edmunds law shall


