THE CREATION.

slain from the foundation of the world.
He is called a lamb of God typically
speaking, because the offering of a lamb
in sacrifice upon the altar was a type
of the crucifixion of the Savior, and the
commandment of God given to the chil-
dren of men in the beginning to build
an altar and offer sacrifice with a lamb
upon it, was typical of the Savior of the
world. Hence came the term that He was
the Lamb of God which the Father sent
unto the world to be an offering for sin.
So also it is written in the Scriptures—
speaking of God—that He is the Father
of our spirits, and, says Paul, it is neces-
sary to be in subjection to the Father of
spirits and live.

In modern Christendom—in these
United States especially, and in staid
New England more than perhaps
any other portion of this American
continent—is this commandment of God
to multiply and replenish the earth nul-
lified. The Latter-day Saints are looked
upon with envy, with jealousy and re-
proach because they do not take the
same view as they do, and their numer-
ous families stand out in bold contrast
with the New England families, where
you will find as you go through the land
one, two, or at most three children in
a family, and many families with none.
In some instances this apparent sterility
may have resulted from various abuses,
but in most causes the result of devices
of wicked men and women to counter-
act and prevent the fulfilling of the great
commandment of God to multiply and
replenish the earth, and in many in-
stances, feticide, infanticide and child
murder are the result of this very gen-
eral desire to avoid the responsibility of
families. It has become a crying evil in
the land. Some writers deeply deplore
this crying evil, and represent it in its
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true light; while many other writers and
speakers are either silent upon the sub-
ject or give their voice and influence in
its favor. A few years ago I remembered
to have read a discourse of Brooklyn's
great orator, Henry Ward Beecher, in
which he took the ground that any con-
siderable increase of the human species
would be a positive evil, something to be
deplored; and he elaborately attempted
to portray the evils that would result
from it, and the whole tendency of the
discourse was to discourage the multipli-
cation of the human species. Others have
followed in the same train of reasoning.
They seem to have forgotten the com-
mandment given to our first parents, and
never to have comprehended the pur-
poses of Jehovah. Those who adopt these
views have seemed to imagine that there
would be greater happiness in the grati-
fication of fleshly lusts, and in pandering
to pride and worldly pleasures, and the
increase of wealth, than to obey the com-
mandment of God. They have resolved
to avoid raising large families. The last
tour I took through New England (which
is my native country), about twelve years
ago, I was more deeply impressed with
this state of things than I had ever been
before. When I was a boy, in Vermont,
I knew not the ways of the world, and
comprehended not what was going on,
in our large cities and more populous
parts of the country. I was born of hon-
est parentage, who reverenced the prin-
ciples of life and salvation, and I under-
stood not what was going on around me,
nor do I think those evils existed there
to the same extent that they now do.
But as I remarked, when I made my last
tour through New England, I was more
forcibly impressed with this state of so-
ciety than ever before. I spoke of it to



