PRE-EXISTENCE OF MAN.

this never need be; but I dare predict it
on that condition, in all humility, with
no spirit of treason, or of ill will to my
country; but with a feeling of sorrow that
some of our fellow citizens have it in
their hearts to treat us in this cruel man-
ner.

We are a people of peace. We only
desire to be let alone to accomplish our
mission in peace. God would not per-
mit us to build temples, any more than
He permitted David, if we imbrued our
hands in blood. David was forbidden to
build the temple of God at Jerusalem, be-
cause he had been a man of blood. It was
reserved for his son Solomon, a man of
peace, to build the temple. So it is with
us. We will not need to fight, we do not
propose to take up arms, we do not de-
sire and will not be compelled to shed
the blood of our fellow men. We may
have our own blood shed in instances,
though the work of God will not be tram-
pled out; but we will let them monopolize
that part; they may shed our blood, but
we must not shed theirs. We must build
temples to the honor of our God, and
administer in them for the salvation of
the living and the dead; and thus go on-
ward, spreading peace, pouring oil upon
the troubled waters; and while there will
be wars and rumors of wars, while nation
will clash against nation and go down
in the whirlpool of fury, the Latter-day
Saints must preach peace on earth and
good will to men, and be exemplars in all
righteousness; seeking to let their light
so shine that the glory of God will radi-
ate from them to others.

This is the treason which we
preach. We desire to benefit our
country; benefit our fellow -citizens;
benefit our fellow men. We be-
lieve this world is the Lord's, and
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that He is coming to reign upon it as it is
His right to reign. I care not how soon it
is accomplished. The reign of Christ will
rob no man of his rights; no righteous
government need fear it; neither the
United States, nor the nations of Europe,
if their consciences are clear, need dread
the coming of the King of Kings. They
must acknowledge if they are Christian
nations, that they owe their allegiance
to Him whose right it is to reign. They
should be proud to lay their crowns and
scepters at His feet, and acknowledge
Him to be Lord of Lords, and crown Him
King of Kings.

This is a glance at the mission of the
Latter-day Saints. These are some of the
views we cherish and which we cannot
recede from; we would be unworthy of
our lineage as the sons and daughters of
Abraham, the sons and daughters of Lib-
erty, if we should forsake the things for
which our forefathers lived and died, and
suffered all manner of persecution. We
leave the issue with God. Let the world
persecute us, if they desire to assume
that responsibility; we will seek to re-
turn good for evil. When they come with
the sword we will meet them with the
olive branch. We will say peace on earth
when they have war on earth. We will do
our duty as God shall give us strength,
and leave the result with Him who over-
rules the acts of all men and all nations
for the ultimate redemption of the hu-
man family, of which we are some of the
humble representatives.

May God speed the day. May
He bless those who are persecuted,
who are driven and imprisoned for
righteousness' sake. @ May He bless
the honest, the good, the pure and
the patriotic among the American peo-



