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designed that we shall struggle; that we
shall exercise faith; that we shall con-
tend with the temptations of the adver-
sary; that we shall overcome evil; and by
a continued exercise of faith progress in
the course that He has assigned to us.
It is absolutely necessary that we should
be tempted and tried in order that we
should receive the glory that He has in
store for us. What would our salvation
amount to; what would heaven amount
to if we had never been tried, if we were
to be placed in heaven without trial,
without effort, without exertion upon our
part to overcome evil and to contend with
those influences that abound in this mor-
tal state of existence. It would not be
such a heaven as God inhabits, and such
a heaven as He designs that all His chil-
dren shall inhabit. For let me say to you,
my brethren and sisters, God designs
that we shall be like Him. He designs
that His children shall attain unto the
Godhead—that is if they will obey the
laws necessary to bring them up to that
exaltation, and before they can attain
unto that, before they can enjoy that, be-
fore they can be in a condition to appre-
ciate that, they must pass through just
such scenes of trial and tribulation and
affliction as we are subjected to in this
mortal condition of existence.

There is an interesting passage in the
new translation of the Bible, in the Pearl
of Great Price, that I have often been
struck with. It shows clearly the feelings
of our first parents after they had been
thrust out of the Garden of Eden. I will
read a paragraph or two:

"And Adam called upon the name
of the Lord, and Eve also, his
wife, and they heard the voice of
the Lord, from the way toward
the Garden of Eden, speaking unto

them, and they saw him not; for they
were shut out from his presence."

That was one of the consequences of
the fall. They were shut out, and man
has been from that time to this shut out
from the presence of the Father.

"And he gave unto them command-
ments, that they should worship the
Lord their God, and should offer the
firstlings of their flock, for an offering
unto the Lord. And Adam was obedient
unto the commandments of the Lord.* *
* *

"And Eve, his wife, heard all these
things and was glad, saying: Were it not
for our transgression we never should
have seed, and never should have known
good and evil, and the joy of our re-
demption, and the eternal life which God
giveth unto all the obedient.

"And Adam and Eve blessed the
name of God, and they made all things
known unto their sons and daughters."

Now this couple blessed God because
of their transgression. Their eyes were
opened; they had become as Gods; for
the devil in tempting Eve, had told a
truth when he said unto her that when
she should eat of the tree of knowledge
of good and evil they should become as
Gods. He told the truth in telling that,
but he accompanied it with a lie as he
always does. He never tells the com-
plete truth. He said that they should
not die. The Father had said that they
should die. The devil had to tell a
lie in order to accomplish his purposes;
but there was some truth in his state-
ment. Their eyes were opened. They
had a knowledge of good and evil just as
the Gods have. They became as Gods;
for that is one of the features, one of


