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submitting to the ordinances that He has
instituted for salvation, and have done
this in sincerity and with purity of pur-
pose, have received for themselves testi-
monies from God respecting the divinity
of the work with which they have become
identified. It is of the utmost importance
that we should cherish this spirit and
feeling, that it should be with us con-
stantly in our movements, in every act
of our lives, and that we should so live
that the Holy Ghost will rest down in
power and in testimony upon us. It is
not only necessary that those who stand
at the head should know for themselves
concerning this work, its divinity and the
purposes of God connected with it, but
that every member, however humble and
obscure, should in like manner receive of
that spirit and enjoy its presence and its
power, have its gifts resting down upon
him or her. Each member should stand
as a living witness of the truth that the
Father has revealed, and which each of
us who have complied with His require-
ments have received.

God has placed us here upon the
earth to accomplish important purposes.
These purposes have been in part re-
vealed unto us. Probably it is not pos-
sible for men and women in this mor-
tal state of existence to comprehend
all the designs of God connected with
man's existence upon the earth: but
much has been revealed upon this sub-
ject to us as a people. In this respect,
if in no other, the Latter-day Saints
should be the happiest, the most con-
tented, the most joyous of all people
that live; for not only has the knowl-
edge of the past been communicated to
us, but the present, that which is con-
nected with our probation here, and also
much knowledge concerning the future.

Now, if a man can only know whence
he came, why he is here, and that which
awaits him after this life, it seems to
me that he has abundant causes of hap-
piness within his grasp. Much of the
unhappiness and uncertainty that pre-
vail today in the minds of mankind
arise from ignorance upon these points.
Hence, we see the course that many of
the children of men are taking. If a man
knew exactly why God sent him here, the
object that He had in giving unto him a
mortal existence, do you think that men
or women who had this knowledge would
be guilty of suicide, would have any dis-
position to cut off their own existence
and to destroy that gift which God in His
mercy has given unto us? I do not be-
lieve that any human being who prop-
erly comprehends the object that God
has had in placing man here upon the
earth, and who has a desire to carry out
that purpose, would ever attempt self-
destruction. He would shrink from such
an act with horror, and would never dare
to destroy the earthly tabernacle given
him by God. In these respects, as I have
said, we possess rare advantages. It is a
great favor from God to have this light.
There is no unwillingness on His part
to communicate it; but there is an un-
willingness on the part of the children
of men to receive it when it is commu-
nicated.

The Bible tells us we came from
God. The Bible tells us He is the Fa-
ther of our spirits. How is He the Fa-
ther of our spirits? This is an im-
portant question, and one that each of
us should endeavor to understand. I
think it is of the utmost importance
that the Latter-day Saints should under-
stand and be able to comprehend this
question thoroughly; because upon the
proper understanding of this, must, to a


