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warned in every direction in regard to us.
And not only were they warned through
the newspapers, but lecturers began to
take the field in every direction, and in-
cite the people not to avoid our meetings,
but on the contrary to follow us up and to
mob us, giving us no chance to explain to
them the principles of the Gospel, or rep-
resent ourselves as we should. This feel-
ing has been growing in power from that
time until the time I left that land. But
as heretofore a cool wave will by and by
come along and as a result of the heated
condition of the people over the Mormon
problem, and the efforts that have been
made to impede the Lord's work, people
will begin to inquire, thoughtful people
will look into the truth, and the work will
continue to grow in the future as it has
done in the past. It is true that people do
not come by hundreds and thousands to
hear the good word of life and salvation,;
but the eyes of the world are directed
to this our mountain home. They recog-
nize the force of the utterance of Henry
Ward Beecher, when he said: "Gentle-
men, say what you will, but yonder in the
Rocky Mountains is the phenomenon of
the nineteenth century." It is a living fact
that people in every land and clime are
turning their eyes towards this region
of country, and wondering what will be
the upshot of the problem that is being
worked out by the Latter-day Saints in
their western home. Men of intelligence
are traveling; they are mingling among
our people; they see their industry; they
recognize the perseverance they have
manifested; they see the obstacles they
have overcome; they recognize in them
a growing race that knows no failure,
that meets no rebuff, that cannot un-
derstand nor sense what defeat means;
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and they see in the Latter-day Saints the
growth and development of a power that
will accomplish its object in the earth,
and that object Deity has designed it
should accomplish—the gathering in of
the honest in heart, the establishment of
righteousness, the combating of wicked-
ness, the driving back of the forces of evil
as they cluster around the hearts of men
and that are leading men step by step to
inevitable shame and destruction.

It affords me pleasure, my brethren
and sisters, to again put my feet on the
soil of America. I recognize in it the
home of a free man. There may be
those who desire to pervert this free-
dom, who may seek to engender strife
and drive us from the soil upon which
we live; there may be those who seek to
trample upon the rights and liberties of
man; but I believe from the bottom of
my heart that Deity has stamped it upon
this soil, that He has written it through-
out the universe, that in this land His
work should prosper. That it should go
forward and increase until its great des-
tiny shall be accomplished; that this is
the spot chosen, that here it will be nour-
ished, here it will grow, here it will go
forward, and the nations of the earth
will look upon it and recognize it as the
great force that will conquer the earth
and bring subject to it the powers that
exist thereon; and all this will be brought
about by the law of righteousness, the
law of truth, the law of God given to
mankind for their guidance and control,
and they will accept it and live in accor-
dance with its principles. You and I may
tread a thorny path; it may be strewn
with rugged places; we may break the
flesh upon our hands, and be bruised
in our forward movement; but the work
will advance and progress. Deity is our



