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tions—the man that is obedient to
the holy principles of the everlasting
Gospel—if they do not know he is called
a Mormon—is respected above all men
who disregard the principles of righ-
teousness and truth. If some of our
brethren who work in the mining camps
behave themselves and live their reli-
gion, the very men around them respect
and honor them. Why? Because they
are reliable; because the principles they
have embraced and put into practice ren-
der them substantial and trustworthy.
You go into the classes of the university
or of the colleges where young men have
gone in quest of an education, and you
will find that the man who is pure and
virtuous in his feelings, in his thoughts
and in his ways, who does not delight
in folly, in sin and the secret works of
darkness, but is at home attending to his
lessons and his duty—it is he that makes
his way to the head of the class, and gets
the highest honor among his fellows. It
is he that they look up to because of his
upright conduct and all that is excellent
in man. That is the kind of men that
go forth and make their way and mark
among their neighbors and their coun-
trymen. True virtue and righteousness
exalt individuals, and it therefore must
exalt a nation composed of such individu-
als. When a nation disregards the princi-
ples of justice, equity, righteousness and
truth—so far as to fail or refuse the ad-
ministration of its laws equitably to any
portion or class of its citizens, then the
people have reason to fear the dread-
ful consequences that must follow, unless
a reformation is effected; then the no-
ble, the honorable, the virtuous and the
pure should be willing to make sacrifice
for that which is ennobling, exalting, up-
right and praiseworthy.

Go back in the history of the

world and you will see that the great-
est nations that ever existed, as soon as
they commenced to pervert justice, crush
truth and right, persecute God's people
and exalt iniquity, then commenced their
downfall, and their way was down, down,
down, to demolition and destruction, un-
til more substantial and better elements
were found in their ruins with which
to raise up and create something new.
It was that excellence and purity which
God saw in the Puritan fathers that
came over to this country for the love of
the truth, and to worship God according
to the dictates of their own consciences—
it was that excellence that preserved
them and established them here, and as
long as they maintained the principles of
liberty, allowed others to enjoy the same
rights that they themselves enjoyed, just
so long did they prosper. They were pow-
erful in that they had influence and faith
to receive inspiration from God, to draw
up and establish the greatest Constitu-
tion that has ever been known on the
earth—the grandest combination of loyal
principles and fundamental truths that
has been established by man, since the
days of Noah, and that is the Consti-
tution with which politicians have be-
come so reckless, in construing its pro-
visions, and have gone outside of its lim-
itations to rule and regulate the people
of this great nation as they please. That
glorious Constitution was made to regu-
late rulers as well as the ruled. It was
so constructed that those who should
be appointed to rule over the people
should not be their masters, but their
servants. How comes it now, that the
whole polity has been perverted to an-
other way; the rulers have come to be
masters of the people, and are undertak-
ing now to lord it over God's heritage. We


