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God alone that we must look. We need to
understand the laws of all things well.
The Lord has borne us off in troubles
and in tribulations while in Ohio, in Mis-
souri, and in Illinois, and the God that
has been with us through these trou-
bles will not forsake us at the present
time. The great thing for us to do is to
feel after Him, and repent of our sins,
our waywardness, and of our weaknesses
and sinfulness, and put away everything
that is unrighteous and that which is dis-
pleasing in the sight of God and of an-
gels and good men. If we do this His fa-
vor and His power will rest upon us, and
He will allow nothing to come upon us
but what He will sanctify to our greatest
good and to His own eternal honor and
glory, and we shall see by and by His in-
finite wisdom in all His providences to-
wards us.

I appreciate with you the many pre-
cious sentiments that have been uttered
in our hearing since we have come to-
gether at this conference, and also appre-
ciate with you the consideration which
our absent brethren of the First Presi-
dency have felt concerning us, and the
work in which we are engaged.

There is something about our labor
that is strangely peculiar, but not more
so, perhaps, in our day than has ex-
isted in former ages of the world when
the Gospel has been revealed to man.
It has always seemed to be the case
that whatever period of time we take
up to read concerning the work of God
and its effects among the inhabitants
of the earth—we always find that the
people of God and the people of the
world have been in direct antagonism;
and when we get back to the most re-
mote items of history—or items of in-
formation which history is permitted
to furnish us—we find that even in

the spiritual state of man's existence, be-
fore the family of Adam came to dwell
in the flesh, that there was antagonism
there between truth and error, between
those that embraced truth and those
that embraced error, and following down
through the ages that same antagonism
has existed and been made manifest in
one form or in another, so that the people
of the earth have never been in a position
to see and understand the principles of
the doctrine of Christ, the doctrine of sal-
vation, in the same light, and to under-
stand it together and correctly. The prin-
ciples of the Gospel which have been re-
vealed of God have been admitted by the
greatest moral philosophers who have
lived—aside from religious professors—
to be the most noble principles, the most
calculated to exalt mankind, in the be-
lief, in the exercise, and in the obedience
of them, of any doctrines or principles
of ethics that have ever been given to
the human family; great moralists, great
scientists have been willing to give this
credit to the principles and doctrines of
our Savior. Philosophers of this world
have done this; and all they of the Saints
who have rendered obedience to these
principles know, truly, how a faith in
them exalts those that embrace them,
until it has come to be a truism among
the people of God, "that righteousness
exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach
to any people."

Therefore, let it be known to all the
world that it is one of the first principles
of the Gospel of Christ that men should
repent of their sins, that they should be
washed in the waters of regeneration for
the remission of their sins, that then,
in pursuance thereof, they may receive
the Holy Ghost from heaven, which is
promised unto obedient believers.


