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difficult for him to comprehend how it
was possible that he could have been
so ignorant and so blind before times.
The reception of the Spirit of God is, as
we understand it, a new birth. We are
born to things eternal when we receive
it. It purifies our hearts, it enlightens
our minds in regard to the things of God,
and gives us that knowledge, that testi-
mony, which comes to all those who lis-
ten to and follow its dictates. Herein is
the great difference between us, the peo-
ple of God, the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints, and the people and
the churches of the world. We have
this testimony, this knowledge given us
of God, through the gift and power of
the Holy Ghost, that none others pos-
sess. And this goes behind all argument,
all assertion, all attempts to convince
us that we are wrong. However wise,
however strong, however potent the ar-
guments of the world may be in their
own estimation, they cannot go behind
the God given testimony that we pos-
sess. We may say unto them, you ap-
pear to be very wise in your own con-
ceit with regard to these things, but we
can go beyond and behind all your argu-
ments, for we most assuredly know that
that which we have received is of God,
and your arguments amount to nothing
when directed against that which we are
satisfied is God's word. And the rea-
son is because we have each of us the
word of the Lord for ourselves; it is a
constant revelation to our own hearts
and minds. The word of the Lord is
the end of all controversy as far as we
are concerned. "We know that we are of
God"—to use the expression of the Apos-
tle John—"and the whole world lieth in
wickedness." We wish to God it were not
so. We wish they could see as we see. We
wish they could know as we know. We
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wish they could understand as we under-
stand that this is the work of God, and
that He has no pleasure in the death of
the sinner, but desires the salvation of
all His children. But all mankind will
have to learn as we have had to learn
that these things can be attained only
by an observance of the word and will
of God; by walking in that straight and
narrow path of obedience to which I re-
ferred a short time ago. That is the
only way by which they can obtain this
knowledge; it is the only way that we
obtained it; and all men must obey the
truth, for the love of the truth, or the
testimony of Jesus Christ will not have
a place within their bosoms. Other mo-
tives will not stand the test of God's
scrutiny. In this testimony, as I have
said, lies the great difference between
the doctrine, the principles and faith of
the Latter-day Saints, and the rest of the
world. God is to us a God of revelation;
of constant and continued revelation, of
revelation today as much as in any other
age of this world's history since Adam
saw its prime. In this we can and do
rejoice. In this we receive strength. In
this we have a power that surprises the
votaries of uninspired creeds, that aston-
ishes unbelievers, that causes the world
to wonder how in the midst of all the
varied circumstances of an untoward na-
ture we have to pass through, we can
remain firm in our faith, firm in our
reliance upon the beneficent power and
goodness of God. It is because we know
that this is His work; it is because we are
not dependent on the testimony or say
so of any man or woman—we have the
knowledge in ourselves that He will de-
liver us, that He will cause the wrath of
man to praise Him, that He will restrain
the rest, and that He will accomplish



