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have had to do it. You fled from Mis-
souri to Illinois, and then from Illinois
to this land, and why? Why did you
leave Illinois and come here? Did you
injure anybody? No. They killed your
Prophets, and I saw them martyred, and
was shot most unmercifully myself, un-
der the pledge of protection from the
Governor, and they thought they had
killed me; but I am alive yet by the
grace of God (sensation). Why had you
to leave? Because they murdered your
Prophets, and wanted to possess them-
selves of your property; murder and spo-
liation generally go together. And be-
cause they killed them, they accused you
of doing some wrong, said you must leave
your homes, and there was nobody found
in all that wide land to check the out-
rages of those red-handed assassins, to
administer justice and to preserve you
in your rights. I do not know any other
reason; I never did know any other, and
never expect to be informed of any other.

The history of these things is quite fa-
miliar to you as Latter-day Saints, and
you do not think it anything strange.
Some of our young people think that the
present proceedings are very remark-
able. But many of us, grey-headed
folks, have seen plenty of such proceed-
ings, and have had many experiences of
this kind; they are nothing new to us
at all. And did we ever expect them
to get better? We have not so under-
stood it. We are told in the Scrip-
tures, and we have kept teaching it all
the while, that "the wicked would grow
worse and worse, deceiving, and being
deceived." That is doctrine which I have
believed in for the last 50 years and
I have had a good deal of testimony
and practical confirmation on that point.
We expect that these things will tran-

spire. We have been told about secret or-
ganizations that should exist, and they
are beginning to permeate these United
States, and are laying the foundation for
disruption, disintegration and destruc-
tion. It is not necessary that Congress
and the Judiciary should set examples of
tyranny and violation of Constitutional
law, and attack the fundamental princi-
ples of free government and the rights
of man; for there is plenty of that kind
of spirit abroad; yet men who profess
to be the conservators of the peace and
the maintainers of law join in these ne-
farious, unholy, tyrannical and oppres-
sive measures. There are any number
who are ready to follow in their foot-
steps, and the whole nation today is
standing on a volcano; but they do not
seem to comprehend it. Well, are we
surprised? I am not. It is strictly in
accordance with my faith: it is strictly
in accordance with the Old Testament
Scriptures; and it is strictly in accor-
dance with the Book of Mormon; it is
strictly in accordance with the revela-
tions given to us by Joseph Smith, and
all these events that have been predicted
will most assuredly transpire. But I
suppose it is necessary that "judgment
should first begin at the house of God,"
and if it does, "where will the wicked
and the ungodly appear," when it comes
upon them? We are told that the wicked
shall slay the wicked. We need not trou-
ble ourselves about the affairs of the na-
tions, the Lord will manipulate them in
His own way. I feel full of sympathy for
the nation in which we live, and for other
nations, in consequence of the troubles
with which they are beset and which are
now threatening them; yet they do not
seem to comprehend the position. I know
a little of some of the things that will


