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principle, and it will stand—this prin-
ciple of liberty, the liberty that God
has given unto every human being—the
right to do that which seemeth good in
his own sight, to follow the dictates of
his own conscience, as long as, in so
doing, he does not trespass upon the
rights of his fellow man. We stand by
that fearlessly, and stand by it for our-
selves, and for our children after us. I
would not abate one iota, not a hair's
breadth, myself, in this feeling. I would
feel that I was a traitor to myself and
to my posterity if I were to yield in the
least upon this. We must maintain our
rights, not aggressively, not in any quar-
relsome spirit, but in a spirit of quiet
firmness, quiet determination to main-
tain our rights, to contend for them, and
to never yield one hair's breadth in main-
taining them. This is our duty as in-
dividuals and as a people, and in thus
determining, we band ourselves together
more closely. Complaints are made of
us that we are so exclusive. Why, in
the very nature of things we should be
fools to be otherwise than exclusive. We
cannot help it. We are driven into ex-
clusiveness by the acts of our enemies,
and by the pressure that is brought to
bear upon us. A flock of sheep when
attacked by dogs or wolves, huddle to-
gether, and seek to protect themselves
by getting into a cluster. So it is with
us. It is the law of preservation, that
we should get close together when we
are assaulted as we have been. We
cannot put trust in others who are not
of us to any extent. There are, how-
ever, many honorable men, hundreds
and thousands of them. If there were
not, we would not send missionaries out
as we do. We believe they are just as hon-
est as we are, just as sincere as we are,
and desire as much to do right as we do.

I believe there are millions of them in
the earth, men and women, whose de-
sires are as good as the best Latter-day
Saints. They desire to do the will of
God, and to keep His commandments as
much as any of us do, and are as sincere
in it; but many people are ignorant and
do things through ignorance which are
wrong. But, as I say, self-preservation
demands that we should cling together;
that we should be united; that we should
sink all personal differences; that we
should have no preference that we would
not be willing to forego for the sake of the
Kingdom of God. It is an important time
with us. We have enemies all around us.
A determination is made manifest to de-
stroy every one of our liberties, if possi-
ble, and to bring us into bondage. That
is the design, if it can be accomplished.
But it will not be accomplished. You will
see it will fail, it will signally fail, and
God will preserve us in our liberties, and
especially will He do this if we keep His
commandments, and do that which He
requires at our hands.

A great many people seem to think,
and some who are among us act upon
the thought, that because a man holds
the Priesthood, and is a religious man,
and practices religion, that he should
not have any voice in matters that be-
long to civil government. In Washing-
ton the charge has been frequently made
that all the leading offices of the Terri-
tory of Utah were held by Mormon El-
ders, Mormon Bishops and others. I have
frequently said, in answer to this, before
committees of the Senate and House,
that if we did not take Mormon Elders
we would have no officers, for the rea-
sons that, as a rule, every reputable man
in Utah Territory, when he attains the
age of majority, holds the office of an


