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gratifying to hear such reports, and that
which we have heard today respecting
the schools in Weber Stake is a very fair
sample of the reports which are made in
other Stakes.

We have today, so far as statistics in-
form us, nearly 50,000 children in Sun-
day Schools. These 50,000 children will
in a very few years be men and women,
taking their place in society, probably
married, and their influence will be felt
upon the future families of the people,
and if they are properly taught in the
principles of the Gospel and are fortified
against sin, and are taught the evil ef-
fects that will result from the practice of
everything that is wrong, we can imag-
ine what an effect this will have on the
entire body of the people! It is there-
fore very encouraging to all those who
take an interest in the growth of Zion,
in the development of the work of God,
to know that our children, in Primary
Associations, in Sunday Schools, and in
Young Men and Young Women's Mutual
Improvement Associations, are receiving
the instruction that is best adapted for
their future good and happiness.

There are a few points that I have
always deemed as of the utmost im-
portance that our children should be
taught; the more so because such teach-
ing guards them against some of the
growing evils of the age in which we live.
It has seemed to me sometimes that if
the Lord had not established this Church
at the time He did, the future of our
race would be in some respects very dark
and hopeless to contemplate. The growth
of intemperance, the spirit of infidelity
concerning God and concerning every-
thing pertaining to God and to righteous-
ness, the wonderful spread of corrup-
tion, the low value placed upon virtue,

and the increase of the evils that result
from the absence of virtue, are of such
a nature that, if you look outside this
Church, the picture is a most discourag-
ing one. God has established this Church
and He has told us from the very begin-
ning that the chief cornerstone, it may
be said, of this great edifice that He has
reared and is rearing, is virtue. Early
in the history of the Church the Prophet
Joseph received revelations to this effect:
that he who looked upon a woman to lust
after her should deny the faith, and un-
less he repented, he should be cast out.
What an amount of purity is embodied
in this statement of the Lord to us in
this revelation! A man must not only
refrain from doing that which is wrong
with the opposite sex; he must not only
refrain from carrying his lust into the ac-
tual commission of crime, but he must be
so pure in heart that he shall not look
upon the other sex with a lustful eye
and a lustful desire. If he does so, we
are told by the Almighty that he shall
deny the faith. Now, I cannot imagine
how the Lord can make more plain to us
than He has done in these revelations—
for it is repeated more than once in the
revelations that we have received—the
importance of virtue, the importance of
purity, purity in thought as well as pu-
rity in action. The frequent apostasies
from this Church, the many who have
left the Church, denied the faith, lost
the Spirit of God, the most of them, no
doubt, are traceable to the commission
of this sin. It is, as I have said, the
crying sin of the age. Outside of this
Church virtue is not fostered as it should
be. Of course there are exceptions. I
do not mean to say that all people are
corrupt; I would not be so sweeping;
but in society generally there is not that


