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growth and development of the people, I
could not fail to take interest in all these
associations, and to see that they were
properly conducted as far as my influ-
ence would extend. I do feel this interest.
I have for many years felt it. It has been
one of the great delights, I may say, of
my life for many years, to see the growth
and development of our Sunday School
interest.

For many years, while laboring in the
ministry abroad I saw how small was the
amount of fruit resulting from the labors
of myself and other Elders in the world;
that we labored sometimes for years and
were only able to bring into the Church
a comparative few, and then, out of those
that were converted and brought into
the Church, there was a large percent-
age who did not remain, but who lost
the faith and fell away. I became con-
vinced in my mind that more satisfac-
tory results and a larger amount of fruit
could be obtained by devoting attention
to the cultivation of our children, and
for years before I had the opportunity, I
had resolved in my own mind that if I
were ever permitted to remain at home
long enough I would devote attention to
the cultivation of the young. I think
that which has been done in this direc-
tion has amply rewarded every man and
woman who have taken interest in this
cause. You can better tell, probably, than
I can—or at least some of you can—what
the effect upon our community is—the
effect of the Sunday School, and of the
teachings of the Sunday Schools. You
are familiar with the children. You can
contrast their present condition with the
condition of children a few years ago,
and by making this contrast you can es-
timate, at pretty near its true value, that
which is and has been done. So far as my

observation is concerned I am satisfied
that a great amount of good has been
accomplished. I have been on mis-
sions when Elders have come from the
valley—young men—and I have been
very much ashamed to see their igno-
rance in regard to the doctrines of the
Church, and of the history of the Church,
and their ignorance of the Scriptures. I
have felt that it was almost a shame that
young men brought up in Zion should go
as missionaries and be so ignorant con-
cerning the most vital points connected
with our religion. I am happy to believe
that that has passed away to a very great
extent, and that those who now go out in
the capacity of missionaries do so with
a more thorough understanding respect-
ing the history of the Church, the doc-
trines of the Church, and a wider intel-
ligence concerning everything connected
with the Church than was formerly man-
ifested. In our Sunday Schools I have lis-
tened to children being catechized, and
their answers upon points of history of
the Church, and other matters, have
been given with a correctness that could
not be excelled, if equaled by many of the
Elders of mature years if they were inter-
rogated upon the same points. Everyone
who has visited Sunday Schools must be
convinced of this. Therefore, when we
hear, as we do today, that in some of your
settlements nearly all the children are
enrolled in the Sunday Schools, it speaks
well for the future of the children. If
these schools are properly conducted the
effect must be immense in lifting them
up from ignorance and giving them cor-
rect knowledge concerning the doctrines
and history of the Church, and indoctri-
nating them in the principles which we
view as so important for men and women
to understand. It is therefore very


