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intended only for kings, it brought home
a truth pregnant with thought; for God
decreed that he would gather His Is-
rael from the poor of all nations, and so
in Rev. 5, 10, they are represented as
singing a new song, "Thou hast made us
kings and priests to God: and we shall
reign on the earth;" and this principle
was to extend not through time only, but
through the countless ages of eternity, so
that His people might occupy the posi-
tion of eternal fathers and eternal moth-
ers, and be indeed Kings and Priests for-
ever and forever.

There are also other avenues of infor-
mation besides those sacred records, and
besides those revelations written in the
organization of man and woman at large,
and that is the revelation of individual
experience. There are many men and
women who have practiced this principle
in the midst of Israel for thirty years and
upwards. I have heard their testimonies
time and time again, and they declare
that their experience corroborated the
exhortation, commandments and prac-
tices of Holy Writ, and the revelations
written in their own organization; and
they tell me that in this relation they
have been blessed, they have been pros-
pered, they have had around them the
influence of the Spirit of the Almighty;
that peace has been upon their house-
hold and habitation, and that they have
been enabled through that principle to
multiply their posterity upon the earth.
Where are these? They are everywhere
throughout this Territory, and their ex-
perience, corroborating those other rev-
elations which I have mentioned, forms
a threefold cord that cannot by any pro-
cess or by any power be broken. I will
say as the result of my own experience—
for I have lived in that relationship—

that to me and to mine it was produc-
tive of good, although it came in contact
with our tradition. Although it came in
contact with the practices of the fathers,
and with our feelings, yet, in its experi-
ence it demonstrated itself to be of God,
and no better time have I had in thirty
years of married life than when I had
three wives given me of God, and occu-
pying but one habitation. The power of
God was in that home; the spirit of peace
was there, the spirit of intelligence was
there; and we had our ever present tes-
timony that God recognized the patriar-
chal order, that which had been prac-
ticed by His servants ages and ages ago
and revealed to us in the dispensation
of the fullness of times; and although
two of these have gone behind the veil,
they went there with a consciousness of
having done their duty in this life, and
that they would meet in the life beyond
those who agreed with them in practice
and in faith; from this condition came
the discipline of life, the power of self-
restraint, a tender regard for each oth-
ers feelings, and a sort of jealousy for
each others' rights, all tempered by the
consideration that relations meant to be
enduring claimed more love and interest
and soul than did monogamy under its
best conditions.

Here, then, are some of the evi-
dences in regard to this married rela-
tion that forms the foundation of civ-
ilization and of human life, and that
lays at the foundation of the Govern-
ment of God upon the earth; accord-
ing to our ideas concerning this relation-
ship so will our society and this com-
munity become. If we treat the mar-
riage relation with levity; if we should
believe that it was but a civil contract,
and for time only, we should be weak as


