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was ever achieved without some fight-
ing. Some battles have had to be fought,
some victories had to be achieved. It is
while the war is going on that some get
wounded, and other contingencies arise,
and some things necessarily happen that
are unpleasant. But after the war is
over, and the new government is insti-
tuted, the grand improvement is then
felt, as it has been felt in this nation
ever since the thirteen colonies fought
and maintained their independence from
the mother country. It is true we have
been oppressed a little. But our enemies
do not make very much at it. We live and
thrive notwithstanding, do we not? How
singularly the Lord works with men. The
people of the Southern States through
the war and since, have been limited or
deprived of some of their rights. And
some few men—Senator Brown for one—
are not afraid to rise up from their seat
and defend the right whether in behalf of
Mormon or non-Mormon, and expose the
doings of self-righteous men in New Eng-
land, exposing the fruits of their monog-
amous marriage relations as compared
with our marriage institution. The Lord
has raised up men sometimes to main-
tain the rights of His people. He will al-
low us to be pinched from time to time
as it may be necessary to unite us to-
gether, to make a wife love her husband
a little better, to make a husband love
his wives and children a little better, and
to strengthen the bond of union in every
heart. For my part I rejoice in this work,
and seek continually to gather knowl-
edge. I rejoice that I have lived to see
the work of God established on the earth.
Let me tell you, my brethren and sisters,
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the greatest affliction some of us have: it
is some great fearful apprehension that
something is going to happen. We natu-
rally borrow trouble. We should not do
that. Just consider that the work is the
Lord's. Be certain you do your duty ev-
ery day. And when you lay down at night
do so with a clear conscience, and enjoy
slumber and be refreshed, and rise up in
the morning, in the likeness of the resur-
rection, prepared to renew the contest of
life. Thus we should go on step by step,
adding faith to faith, keeping the com-
mandments of God, and purifying our-
selves all we can. The Lord will bless us
in proportion to the degree that we en-
deavor to purify ourselves, and keep His
commandments. That is the great secret
of our full acceptance with God. We must
purify ourselves as He is pure.

I do not consider it proper for me to
occupy more of your time this afternoon.
I feel to say I rejoice in this work. And
I say unto every brother and sister that
keeps the commandments of God, be joy-
ful and rejoice in Him. He has called us
to the work in which we are engaged, and
He is educating us, as I said before, in or-
der that by and by He may have a nation
of kings and priests, judges and rulers
to help Him bear government and rule
over this earth in righteousness, when
the curse shall be taken from it, and
when truth shall prevail from one end
of the earth to the other. May it be our
happy lot to be there and rejoice with fa-
ther Abraham and all his family, is my
humble prayer, in the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Amen.



