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flesh hath ceased from sin;

2 That he no longer should live the
rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts of
men, but to the will of God.

3 For the time past of our life may
suffice us to have wrought the will of
the Gentiles, when we walked in lascivi-
ousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings,
banquetings, and abominable idolatries:

4 Wherein they think it strange that
ye run not with them to the same excess
of riot, speaking evil of you:

5 Who shall give account to him that
is ready to judge the quick and the dead.

6 For for this cause was the gospel
preached also to them that are dead, that
they might be judged according to men in
the flesh, but live according to God in the
spirit.

7 But the end of all things is at hand:
be ye therefore sober, and watch unto
prayer.

8 And above all things have fervent
charity among yourselves: for charity
shall cover the multitude of sins."

These words, my brethren and sis-
ters, embody to us today, though writ-
ten by the Apostle Peter, 1,800 years
ago, the Gospel of life and salvation.
They are exceedingly appropriate to
Latter-day Saints, as doubtless they
were when written to former-day Saints.
The circumstances which surrounded
our brethren and sisters in former days,
no doubt were similar in many respects
to those which surround us in this one
day, probably, with this difference that
we are not scattered to the same ex-
tent they were; we have been gath-
ered together from the nations where
the Gospel was preached to us, and are
now living in one community in these
mountains. But the same doctrines, the
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same principles, the same powers of evil,
the same powers of good, the same Spirit
of God, and the same spirit of evil, were
extant then, and were experienced then
by the Saints who took upon themselves
the name of Christ, as they are by us who
now live.

Since I have come into this stand
my mind has reverted to a conversation
which I had a few days ago with a min-
ister of the Dutch Reform Church, who
was passing through this city, and who
was introduced to me, and had a good
many inquiries to make respecting our
doctrines. When I told him how God had
revealed Himself in these last days, how
He had restored the Everlasting Priest-
hood, the ordinances of life and salva-
tion, the Gospel in its original purity
and power, accompanied with the Holy
Ghost and its gifts, and had organized
the Church as in ancient days, and re-
lated to him what God had said con-
cerning all the churches in Christendom,
he had the question to ask, which is so
frequently asked of all our Elders when
they travel and declare the same mes-
sage, "Why has God left the Christian
world for so long a time without these
blessings and these powers and these
gifts that you now claim as belonging to
your Church and having been restored
from heaven? And what has become of
those Christians whom you say died in
ignorance of the fullness of the Gospel of
salvation?"

These are very pertinent questions.
They are questions frequently asked of
all our Elders. They are questions which
suggest themselves to the minds of ev-
ery thinking man when he is told that
God has restored the truth in its origi-
nal purity, with the power and author-
ity of the Priesthood which have been so
long withdrawn. Our ancestors we may



